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FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL CITES READINESS FOR USSR TALKS 
OW171345 Tokyo KYODO in English 1257 GMT 17 Mar 80 OW 


[Excerpt] Tokyo March 17 KYODO#-A top Foreign Ministrycofficial Monday evening expressed 

his readiness to hold workingelevel consultations between Japan and the Soviet Union this 

year. Consultations with the Soviet Union are particularly necessary at this time because 
of strained relations between the two countries, the official said. 


The Japanese Government has so far taken an extremely cautious attitude towards government- 
level exchanges wth the Soviet Union as an expression of its displeasure with the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan and the Soviet spying on Japanese defense secrets. In this respect, 
the top official's statement Monday evening was extremely noteworthy. 


Referring to the delay in the Soviet Union's reply to Japan*s proposal to start this year's 
salmon and trout fishery negotiations, the same official said the reasons for the delay were 
not purely fishery. Thus he hinted that the Soviet response hinges on Japan's attitude 
towards the Soviet Union. 


CHIEF OF STAFF CONFIRMS TANKS SIGHTED ON SOVIET WARSHIPS 
0W180905 Tokyo KYODO in English0857 GMT 18 Mar 80 ow 


[Text] Tokyo March 18 KYOD0--Tsugio Yada, chief of staff of the Maritime Self-Defense Force, 
said Tuesday a Soviet warship found moving south in Tsushima channel last Thursday was 
carrying more than 20 vehicles, including armored tanks, He told reporters the vehicles 

were discovered after analyzing photos taken by his force's helicopter on the spot. The 
vehicles carried by che 11,000-ton warships were believed to be unloaded somewhere in Vietnam 
or at an Indian Ocean port, Yada said. 


FRG MATTHOEFER TO DISCUSS MONETARY ISSUES, AID TO TURKE” 
Talks With Takeshita 
LD161508 Hamburg DPA in German 1335 GMT 16 Mar 80 LD 


[Excerpts] Tokyoe-Federal Finance Minister Hans Matthoefer in Tokyo today began 2 days of 
talks with the Japanese Government on Japan's participation in the OECD states! aid program 
for Turkey. Concerning econcmic aid for Tukrey and Pakistan, Matthoefer said, following a 
2ehour talks with Japanese Finance Minister Noboru Takeshita, that the two countries intended 
"to extend efforts corresponding to their relevant international positions towagd economic 
cooperation" in order to contribute towards the stabilization of the international situation. 


Matthoefer did not say whether concrete figures had been agreed upon. However, he said that 
he pointed out to his interlocutor that all states taking part in the Turkey program intend 
to raise their contributions for the first part of the aid program. Last year Japan promised 
to contribute $70 million which, however, has not yet materialized since-«the Japanese 
maintain--Turkey so far has been unable to submit suitable projects. 


Matthoefer and his Japanese counterpart also discussed on Sunday international currency and 
financial questions. According to Matthoefer, the two sides agreed that in the current 
situation checking inflation is "probably the most important problem." Takeshita thanked 
his German colleague for the Bundesbank's help in stabilizing the yen rate, which had come 
under pressure. 
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KYODO Report on Talks 


OW170105 Tokyo KYODO in English 0045 GMT 17 Mar 80 ow 


[Text] Tokyo March 17 KYODO--Finance Minister Noboru Takeshita and his West German countere 

part Hans Matthoefer have agreed that the two nations should continue to cooperate with 

each other to contain inflation and stabilize exchange rates of their currencies, The agree- 
ment was reached when they met here Sunday evening to discuss international monetary problems 
and other related issues, Matthoefer arrived earlier in the day for a twoeday visit to this 


country. 


During the two-hour conference, the finance ministers agreed that inflation is the biggest 
problem now facing their nations. They also agreed on the need to continue monetary 
cooperation for stabilization of the international foreign exchange market and take a cone 
certed action to punish the Soviet Union for its armed intervention in Afghanistan. Meanwhile, 
Takeshita reacted coolly toward Matthoefer*s request for stepped-up Japanese aid to Turkey. 
Takeshita told Matthoefer that Japan is required to increase aid to such nations as Pakistan 


and Thailand. 


As the coordinator of a group of member countries of the Organization for Ecor mic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD), West Germanyhas asked Western advanced nations to increase their aid 
tp Turkey this year by a uniform 25 per cent from the 1979 level. Bonn believes it necessary 
to increase the total amount of such aid to $1.2 billion in 1980 from last yearts $0.9 billion 
to help Turkey tide over the current economic difficulties, 


Matthoefer is scheduled to leave here for home Monday evening after meeting with Prime Minister 
Masayoshi Ohira, Foreign Minister Saburo Okita, Yoshitake Sasaki, minister of international 
trade and industry, and Maruo Maekawa, governor of the Bank of Japan. 


Meetings With Ohira, Sasaki 


0W170541 Tokyo KYODO in English 0514 GMT 17 Mar 80 OW 


[Text] Tokyo March 17 KYODO--Prime Minister Masayoshi Ohira said Monday that Japan would make 
its final decision on aid to Turkey by late this month, when member nations of the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) will meet in Paris, Ohira made 
the remark at a meeting with West German Finance Minister Hans Matthoefer, who asked for 


steppedeup Japanese aid to Turkey. 


Informed sources said Matthoefer was believed to have asked Ohira to double Japanese 2id to 
Turkey from last year's $70 million. The West German finance minister stressed the importance 
of such aid to the key member nation of OECD from the viewpoint of free world policy toward 


the Soviet Union. 


Meanwhile, at a separate meeting with International Trade and Industry Minister Yoshitake 
Sasaki, Matthoefer explained West Germauy*s economic relations with the Soviet Union, saying 
their tyade is more closely linked than trade between the Soviet [Union] and United States. 
He said West Germany could not stop complying with economic agreements concluded with the 


Soviets. 
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Matthoefer Remarks on Departure 
LD171320 Hamburg DPA in German 0943 GMT 17 Mar 80 LD 


[Excerpts] Tokyo--Federal Finance Minister Hans Matthoefer today in Tokyo concluded 2 
days of talks with the Japanese Government on Japan's increased participation in the 
OECD state~° second aid program for Turkey and left for home, Before leaving the 
minister ted that he now seems assured of the realization of the $70-million aid for 
Turkey pr ised by Japan last year but not yet paid. Matthoefer told Japanese Finance 
Minister ..sboru Takeshita and his colleague for international trade, and industry, 
Yoshitake Sasaki, that he hoped that at the OECD conference in Paris on 26 March at 
which the amount of the second finance programme for Turkey will be determined Japan will 
make promises exceeding last year's financial aid, The Japanese gave as the reason for 
the nompayment of last year's sum--$25 million of capital aid and $35 million of export 
credits--technical difficulties and the lack of suitable projects, 


According to the Japanese news agency KYODO, Matthoefer obtained from Forei.n Minister 
Saburo Okita a promise to the effect that Japan intends making a "suitable contribution" 
towards the reorganization of the Turkish economy, However, Okita refused to name a 
definite sum, 


According to information from Tokyo government circles the Ohira government is being 
cautious in assessing the issue of increased aid for Turkey, Because of the difficult 
situation-of the Japanese state finances and because it prefers to make use of its 
development aid in other regions geographically close to Japan and thus gives preferential 
consideration to Pakistan and the noncommunist Southeast Asian region, it balked at new 
commitments in other areas, 


Matthoefer told journalists that in his talks with Ohira, Foreign Minister Saburo Okita, 
International Tr: e and Industry Minister Sasaki and with central bank governor Haruo 
Mekawa he detected a (?far-reaching) identity of interests between Japan and the Federal 
Republic, Matthoefer also discussed with Ohira trade relations with the Soviet Union 

and the summit meeting of the seven most important Western industrial states planned 

for the end of June in Yenice. He conveyed to Ohira an invitation from Federal chancellor 
Helmut Schmidt to an exchange of views before this summit meeting. 


BANK OF JAPAN RAISES DISCOUNT RATE TO 9 PERCENT 
0W180841 Tokyo KYODO in English 0715 GMT 18 Mar 80 OW 


[Excerpts] Tokyo March 18 KYODO--In a further move to cool off inflation, the Bank of 
Japan decided Tuesday to raise the discount rate by 1.75 per centage points to 9 per 
cent, The new rate will go into effect Wednesday, forcing commercial banks to scale 
their lending and other interest rates upward and make their loans more expensive to 
obtain, The rate matches the record level that was in effect from December 1973 to 
April 1975 in the wake of the first oil crisis, 


The latest action, the fifth in a series of steps taken by the central bank to tighten 
credit since last April, has been prompted by wholesale prices now running more than 20 
per cent ahead of year-ago levels, The step is aimed at making the flow of money harder 
within the inflation-troubled economy, 
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The move is also designed as a follow-up to the yen-defense package instituted March 2 
to reverse the decline of the Japanese currency in value against the U.S. dollar, By 
bringing interest returns in Japan more in line with those abroad, the central bank aims 
to facilitate an inflow of foreign capital and to provide a floor for the sagging 
Japanese yen, 


The downtrend in the yen!s value, continuing unabated over the past several months, has 
driven import prices higher and, in turn, added to upward pressure on domestic prices. 
Amid signs that planned raises in electric power and utility charges plus steel and other 
price raises are triggering a speculative buying binge, the central bank is signalling to 
the banking industry that it intends to give priority to the fight against inflation, 


The latest margin of increase in the discount rate, the interest charged on short-term 
advances to commercial banks, is the largest of the raises in the past year. 


Following the key interest rate hike, interest returns on postal savings and bank deposits 
will also be raised by margins ranging from 0.5 to 1.00 percentage point, effective 

April 7. The interest rate for one-year time deposits, for example, will go up to 7.75 
per cent from the present 7.0 per cent, matching the record 1974-75 high. 


The discount rate hike was accompanied by central bank instructions to commercial banks to 
increase the amounts of money they must keep on reserve to back up deposits. The increased 
reserve ratios for banks will take effect April 1. The reserve requirements were last 
raised March 1 for the first time in six years and two months. 


The effect of this action would be to lower bank liquidity and to make bank credits still 
harder to obtain. By raising the ratios for time, demand and other deposits, the central 
bank is taking some yen 500 billion out of circulation on the money market, officials said. 


In a parallel effort to guard against a renewal of a high rate of inflation, the government 
is expected to announce an anti-inflation package Wednesday. The fiscal measures mainly 
to trim government spending on public works and other projects are also aimed at taking 
the steam out of inflationary psychology. 


Business leaders! Reactions 
0W181151 Tokyo KYODO in English 1134 GMT 18 Mar 80 OW 


(Text ] Tokyo March 18 KYODO--Japanese business leaders Tursday generally reacted calmly 
to the Bank of Japan's decision to raise the official bank rate and the legal reserve 
ratio. They viewed the measure as inevitable to control worsening inflation and to 
prevent a further depreciation of the yen against the dollar as a result of the interest 
gap between the United States and Japan. 


However, the leaders said there should be no more raise in the central bank!s key interest 
rate being increased to a record 9 per cent from Wednesday. Otherwise, and if the high 
interest should be applied over an excessively long period, it would dampen business 
activity excessively, the executives said. 


Thus, the leaders hoped that both the government and the central bank would enforce 
fiscal and monetary measures flexibly and elastically to keep prices stable and business 
activity in good shape. 
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Eishiro Saito, president of Nippon Steel Corp,, and also president of the Japan Iron and 
Steel Federation, said that when the official discount rate is raised by a full percentage 
point, his firm's interest burden would rise by yen 10 billion a year, He said there 
should be no more raise in the official bank rate, 


Kazuo iwata, president of Toshiba Corp., highly appreciated the central bank!s decision 
as representing its strong determination to fight inflation, He added, however, that this 
Should be the last raise in the official bank rate in the present business cycle, 


Toshihiko Yamashita, president of Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., said a rapid-fire 
interest boost is unavoidable under prevailing circumstances, Price stabilization is the 
present No. 1 target of the government, and there is need to prevent an acceleration of 
the yen's depreciation because of the interest gap. However, the sharp increase in the 
official discount rate may dull industrial capital spending, personal investments in 
housing and consumer financing, he said, Yamashita said the fiscal and monetary measures 
should be operated more flexibly so that the prices would be stabilized and business would 
be kept in good shape, 


Teizo Yamamoto, president of Toyota Motor Sales Co., said the raise in the official bank 
rate came a little too early. With business activity here now in a delicate phase, the 

new monetary measure could not effectively check the present cost-push inflation, he 

said. Yamamoto claimed that it would be dangerous for the authorities to depend excessively 
on the high-interest policy, which will have adverse effects on business activity. 


Masataka Okuma, vice president of Nissan Motor Co., backed the timing and size of raise 
in the official bank rate. He added, however, that in addition to the monetary measures, 
fiscal measures should be taken to combat inflation. 


Gaishi Hiraiwa, president of the Federation of Electric Power Companies, said the new 
raise in the official discount rate would result in an estimated yen 60 billion increase 
in annual interest payments by the electric power companies. He hoped, however, that the 
new anti-inflation and yen defense measure would produce the desired results, 


Tokio Nagayama, president of the Petroleum Association of Japan, said the two raises in 
the official discount rate within a month would push the refiners' interest burden up by 
yen 37 billion a year. He hoped that the measure would result in stabilizing the value 
of the yen against the U.S. dollar, 


Hisashi Kurokawa, president of the Association of Petrochemical Industries, said this 
should be the last raise in the official bank rate in the present business cycle. He 
said the authorities should take adequate care so that the new inflation control measure 
would not excessively dampen business activity. 


Kagayaki Miyazaki, president of the Japan Chemical Fibres Association, said the new 
monetary measures are certain to have deflationary effects on business activity and to 
being on intensified stagflationary trends, 
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AGREEMENTS ON VENUE, PERSONNEL, TRAVEL REPORFED AT TALKS 
SK181046 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 0800 GMT 18 Mar 80 SK 


[Text] The fourth contact between working-level delegates for arranging a contact be- 
tween the premiers of the North and the South was held on 18 March at Panmungak pavilion 
on our side of Panmunjong. Participating in this contact from our side were senior 
delegate Hyon Chun-kuk, vice-director of a department of the Central Committee of the 
KWP and councillor of the Administration Ceuncil, and two other delegates. 


As is known, the KWP and the government of the republic have consistently made every 
sincere effort to achieve independent and peaceful reunification of the country. In 
the three previous contacts to arrange the contact of the premiers of the North and 
the South, our side advanced the most practical proposals, thus displaying our sincere 
stand and attitude. This reflects the desire of the entire Korean people to end the 
division of the country and achieve reunification at the earliest possible date. This 
has won greater and greater sympathy and support from the progressive peoples of the 
world with each passing day. 


Present today at Panmunjom were many domestic and foreign reporters and foreign person- 
ages. They unanimously expressed their hope that this contact will bear good results 
so as to make the contact of the premiers of the North and the South, proposed by our 
side, take place quickly. 


At 1000 hours, our side's delegates greeted the South Side's delegates and exchanged 
greetings with them. Hyon Chun-kuk, senior delegate of our side, spoke first at the 
contact. He said that although both sides had reached agreements on a considerably 
large number of issues in the course of sincerely discussing practical procedures con- 
cerning the working-level delegates, disagreements remain because of the difference of 
views. However, he expressed his firm belief that if both sides unanimously continue 
the consultations [hyobui] frankly and sincerely with a responsible stand before the 
people, the unsolved questions [mihaegyol munje] will be readily and smoothly solved. 


Recalling that more time than expected has been consumed between the two sides over 

the venue and agenda of the premiers! contact, he said that the two sides should bring 
a bright prospect and happy news to the entire people and the peoples of the world 
watching the contact of the working-level delegates with great interest and expecta- 
tion by promptly completing this contact on the basis of mutual understanding and trust, 
with tolerance [aryang] and sincerity, and arranging the contact of premiers at the 
earliest possible date, 


He made it clear that, proceeding from such a lofty sense of duty and a sincere stand, 
our side had put forth momentous proposals at the previous, third contact on the ques- 
tions of the venue and the agenda of the premiers! contact. He then emphatically said 
that our proposal to have the premiers' contact at Panmunjom first, and for these con- 
tacts to take place in Pyongyang and in Seoul in the next stage, is a progressive mea- 
sure to make the contacts of the working-level delegates--stagnant because of the venue 
issue--progress and to arrange the premiers! contact at the earliest possible date. 
This proposal gives full consideration to the South's stand, which opposes designation 
of Pyongyang and Seoul for the premiers! contact. This p' posal is a practical measure 
to tide over the difficulty confronting the contact of the premiers and to open up 
bright prospects. 


eo 
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He expressed the hope that the venue might be easily decided upon without any objection 
to our proposal, if the South side shows earnest desire and sincerity to realize the 
contact between the premiers of the North and the South at the earliest possible date. 

He then made it clear that at the previous contact we have advanced a switchover 
[chongwanjokin] proposal with regard to the question of the agenda of the premiers! 
contact, too. He emphatically stated that, although there is no need to define the agenda 
beforehand either in view of the contents of the letters exchanged between the premiers 
of the two sides or in view of the nature of the premiers! contact, and it is futile to 
waste more time in argument about this problem over which the two sides oppose each other, 
we clarified our flexible stand that we are willing to take note of the opinion of the 
South side, and urged the South side to advance its proposal, 


Today the South side advanced its proposal with regard to the venue of the premiers! 
contact. In face of our honest and sincere approach to the contact of the working-level 
delegates, the South side was compelled to withdraw i s insistence on having the premiers! 
contact in a third country and agree to our momentous new proposal to choose Panmunjom 

as the venue. As a result, Panmunjom was decided upon as the venue ~f the contact of the 
premiers of the North and the South as proposed by our side, 


The senior delegate of our side said that reaching an agreement at today's contact on 

the question of the venue of the premiers! contact showed a further step on the road of 
progress toward arranging the premiers! contact, Then the senior delegate of our side 
advanced a proposal concerning the agenda of the premiers! contact, clarifying the just- 
ness of this proposal. He said that the agenda of the premiers! contact should fully 
consider the following several points and that this agenda should be decided upon to meet 
the nature and aim of the contact which is a high-level contact and is a meeting [sangbon] 
between the same people, between brothers, to mutually exchange their views on the question 
of the reunification of the country. He said that the agenda should be decided upon in 

a flexible manner to help both sides mutually exchange their views, freely and compre- 
hensively, and that the agenda should be decided upon in a simple, convenient and compre- 
hensive manner to help both sides solve the issue as easily as possible, 


Proceeding from such considerations, he proposed to define the agenda of the premiers' 
contact as follows: "On promoting the independent and peaceful reunification of the 
fatherland through North-South collaboration and unity in all fields," He stressed that 
this indicated the general goal and direction of the premiers! contact and comprehensively 
showed ways for their realization. He stressed that it accords with the nature of the 
premiers! contact and the original intent of arranging this contact to adopt a single- 
item agenda, As mentioned previously, the premiers! contact is not the contact between 
the persons representing different countries and peoples, but contact between the same 
people, between brothers, This contact can be defined as the meeting of high-level 
persons holding responsible positions. 


In proposing the premiers! contact, we proposed entirely from the purport [chwiji] that 

the premiers of the North and the South should meet each other and exchange views on dialog 
and reunification question without reserve, to which the South side agreed, making this 
contact between working-level delegates feasible. 
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We should therefore see to it that the two premiers meet each other and discuss all 
questions of mutual concern. We should not lay down a restriction or a limit on the 
questions to be taken up by the superiors at responsible positions, telling them what to 
say and what not, 


Secondly, the adoption of a comprehensive, single-item agenda is right also in view of 
the original mission of our working-level delegates! contact. The original mission of our 
working-level delegates' contact is to discuss and decide upon the practical procedures 
necessary for arranging the premiers! contact, thus letting the premiers meet each other 
at the earliest possible date, If we begin to argue about the agenda of the premiers! 
contact, dividing it into details, overstressing our mission, we will, eventually, find 
ourselves touching upon the content of the questions to be taken up at the premiers’ 
contact and talk in advance about what the premiers should be talking about in their 
stead. This, eventually, will bring about the negative result of making the contact of 
the working-level delegates the second contact of the premiers [silmudaepyo chopchoki 
cheiui chongi chopchockuro toeoborinun]. 


Thirdly, if a comprehensive, single-item agenda is defined, it will help close this 
working-level delegates' contact quickly and open earlier the contact of the premiers. 

If we adopt a comprehensive, single-item agenda, it will be easy for us to formalize this 
agenda and to reach agreements, Accordingly, we can save time in discussing the agenda, 

If detailed and miscellaneous agenda items are discussed, the work will become more compli- 
cated than in the case of reaching agreements with a single-item agenda, making it difficult 
to reach agreements, This will inevitably prolong the contact of the working-level 
delegates and, in the long run, delay the premiers! contact indefinitely for regulating the 
agenda, Furthermore, it may result in foiling the arrangement of the premiers! contact 
itself, 


Whether the premiers' contact is effective or not depends on the basic stand and stance of 
the two sides toward the contact, not on whether the agenda is made detailed or not, he 
declared. He expressed his firm belief that, if both sides sincerely discuss the issues, 
assuming the stand not for two Koreas and for division but for reunification and for 
patriotism as a homogenous people, they will readily find a common point. 


The two sides agreed upon continuing the discussion of the agenda of the premiers! contact 
at the next contact. At today's contact, the two sides reached an agreement on the 
following issues: 


First, the question of venue, 


1. Panmunjom was designated the place of the contact of the premiers of the North and 
the South, 

2. Contacts between the premiers will alternately take place at Panmungak and Freedom 
House at Panmunjom, 

3. The place of the contacts may be moved to another site in the future in accordance 
with the agreement of the premiers, 


Second, accompanying personnel and their composition, 


1, The accompanying personnel who will participate in the contacts of the premiers to 
assist the premiers will be composed of four assistants holding the position of minister 
or the deputy minister and department chief of the Administration Council and four tech- 
nical working-level personnel. 
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2, Other necessary suite menbers and reporters saall be decided upon by each side as it 
sees fit. 


Third, travel procedures, conveniences and personal safety. 


Working-level delegates, appointed respectively by the chief delegates, shall meet 
separately to discuss the procedures of revel across the military demarcation line, 
offer of conveniences and the guarantee o. personal safety of the premiers and their 
accompanying personnel. 


The two sides agreed upon having the fifth contact of the wo:’king-level delegates in 
the Southern portion of Panmunjom on 1 April, After the contact, the chief delegate of 
our side was interviewed by domestic and foreign reporters at the Panmungak pavilion. 


MINJOK:SIBO CALLS FOR SINCERE ATTITUDE AT TALKS 
SK180508 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0336 GMT 18 Mar 80 SK 


[Text] Pyongyang March 18 ( KCNA)--MINJOK SIBO, a newspaper of MINDAN-lining compatriots 
in Japan, on March 5 carried an article by Pae Tong-ho, permanent adviser to the Japan 
headquarters of the "National Congress for the Restoration of Democracy in South Korea 
and the Promotion of Unification" (i1ANMINTONG), according to a KNS report from Tokyo. 
Noting that the ardent desire of our nation and the attention of the world people are 
focused upon the resumed North-South dialogue, he said that the North-South dialogue 
should lay stress on seeking in a concrete way a method for achieving national reconcil- 
iation, 


The logic of unification through a dialogue is not one of aggression and confrontation 
for one side to swallow up or annex the other side, he said. He stressed that such 
inimical provocative acts as stimulating the opposite side and creating tension by 
building a barrier and staging war exercises must be prohibited. He noted: Matters to be 
settled by the North and the South were agreed upon in the July 4 North-South joint 
statement. But they have not been realized because the "yusin system" was set up and the 
outside forces seized the major arteries of its politics, economy and military. 


Our nation's sufferings and sacrifices caused by the division are attributable to the 
failure to get rid not only of the outside forces but also of the flunkeyist, traitorous 
forces in league wi 1 the former, he said, and went on: The present world situation and 
the domestic conditions urge the internal forces of the nationtocope with them inde- 
pendently by strengthening and uniting themselves, An important precondition for this is 
to actively promote national reconciliation, and the way should be found to eliminate the 
misunderstanding and distrust within the nation at an early date and to solve the question 
of alien forces [words indistinct]. 


The 50 million people of the North and the South have a bright eye to see through false 
propaganda and are wise enough to distinguish who truly desires unification, Today when 
the people have stood up to their full stature as masters of the times, a trick to deceive 
them should be given up and every effort be made from a sincere attitude for the success 
of the dialogue, 
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INTERNATIONAL GROUP'S LETTER TO CARTER DENOUNCES EXERCISE 
SK150839 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0808 GMT 15 Mar 80 SK 


[Text] Pyongyang March 15 ( KCNA)--‘the International Liaison Committee for the Independent 
and Peaceful Reunification of Korea on March 1 sent a letter to the U,S, President de- 
nouncing the U.S,-South Korea joint military exercises codenamed "Team Spirit-80", 
according to a report, 


The letter says: You are canvassing for a presidential election, styling yoursslf a 
"defender" of human rights and the rights of the people. You already "committed" your- 
self to support the dictatorial "regime" whose crimes are widely known to the world when 
you visited Seoul in 1979 and are now confirming it, 


The U.S, armywen, marines and airmen mobilized in the military exercises "Team Spirit-80" 
you are staging from March] in Korea thousands of kilometres away from the mainland of the 
United states, intending to continue it till mid-April, cannot be regarded as defenders of 
the people demanding self-determination. 


During your office, you have clearly shown how a president threw away all his election 
"commitments." Can the American people believe that youwill faithfully honour your 
"commitments" in the next term? 


In 1979, hundreds of million of people of the world and the United States itself siged 
texts demanding the independent and peaceful reunification of Korea and the unconditional 
withdrawal of U.S, troops from South Korea. Why do you refuse to hear the cries of the 
world people "U.S., get out of South Korea!" and "U.S,, take hands off Korea!" 


At this moment when you ar. asking the people to leave the administration of the United 
States to you, the American people are strongly demanding you to take hands off Korea. 


PYONGYANG SINMJN: DEPLOYMENT OF A-10 FIGHTERS 'RECKLESS CHALLENGE! 
SK141551 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1521 GMT 14 Mar 80 SK 


[Text] Pyongyang March 14 ( KCYA)--PYONGYANG SINMUN today prints a signed commentary 
headlined "reckless challenge" in connection with the U.S, plan to permanently deploy 
soon a group of "A-10" close support fighters in South Korea, This shows that the U.S, 
imperialists are spurring on the arms buildup to step up war preparations in Korea, the 
commentary notes, 


Pointing out that the United States staged provocative military exericses one after another 
in South Korea from the beginning of this year and started on March 1 the military exer- 
cises codenamed "Team Spirit -80" jointly with South Korea, the commentary says: The U.S, 
arms buildup and war preparations are a threat of "strength" to the Korean people and an 
unpardonable act of aggression heightening tension and endangering peace.inthe Korean 
Peninsula, 


As everyone knows, the Korean Peninsula is thousands of miles away from the U,S, mainland, 
with an ocean in between. The Koreans have never posed a threat to the United States 

nor have the need to [as receive1] threaten it, As a matter of fact, it is because the 
United States is occupying South Korea by force of arms that the tension persists and 
peace is jeopardized in Korea today, 
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What cannot be overlooked is the fact that the United States is stepping up war prepara. 
tions at a time when contacts of workingelevel delegates are going on to arrange a 
contact between the premiers of the North and the South for the solution of the question 
of national reunification, the commentary says, and stresses; If the United States truly 
wants a peaceful solution of the Korean question, it must work to create conditions and 
an atmosphere favourable for promoting contact and dialogue between the North and the 
South and achieving the peaceful reunification, 


The United States mist refrain from reckless acts, It must withdraw from South Korea 
without delay, taking along nuclear weapons and all other weapons of destruction and its 
troops, It must realise that it can get nothing with "strength," 


CHRISTOPHER'S REMARKS AT SENATE HEARING SCORED 


SK141343 (Clandestine) Voice of the Revolutionary Party for Reunification in Korean 
to South Korea 1000 GMT 14 Mar 80 SK 


[Text] Deputy U.S, Secretary of State Christopher, in testimony at the Senate on 10 
March, urged that support for the security of the Republic of Korea [taehan anbo] should 
be (?continued,) This reveals the true intention of the United States to provoke a new 
war on the Korean Peninsula without fail [kioko] by further intensifying military 
assistance to the ROK. The United States should discontinue [words indistinct] at once 
and pull out the U.S, forces and operational equipment, including nuclear weapons, 


VRPR CALLS CHANGE OF I CORPS DESIGNATION 'BAD OMEN' 


SK141318 (Clandestine) Voice of the Revolutionary Party for Reunification in Korean to 
South Korea 2000 GMT 12 Mar 80 SK 


[Unattributed Commentary ] 


[Text] At a meeting of the standing committee of the ROKJ.S. military committee on 
11 March in Seoul, it was decided to change the designation of the I Corps =-ROK/U,S, a= 
Group to the Combined Field Army [yonhap yajongun saryongbu; this broadcast uses Korean 
word for "command" instead of "army" in this title throughout the item]--ROK/U.S, -- 
effective 14 March, Such a change of designation at this time, when tension in this 
land is being heightened to the extreme due to the war exercise rackets led by the 
United States, can be nothing but a bad omen. The U.S, plot to wage war on the Korean 
Peninsula has reached a fierce stage, As is widely known, the United States established 
the soscalled "quick and hard strike strategic plan," aimed at making an attack on 

the North and is in preparation for implementation of the operational plan, 


Establishment of the ROK-JU,S, Combined Forces Command is an example of such an attempt, 
The purpose of establishment of the ROK-U,S, Combined Forces Command was to put the ROK 
Army further under the command of the U.S. forces and to establish a single channel of 
command for the operational system, The composition of the ROK-J.S, Combined Forces 
Command shows this, The commander of the Combined Forces Command is the commander of 
the U.S, forees in South Korea, and all main roles of the command, such as operations, 
logistics, and planning are performed by the U.S, forces personnel, This shows that 
the real power of the command is completely in the hands of the U.S, forces in the ROK, 


if 
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Establishment of the ROK=-U.S, Cgmbined Forces Command and the recent change of designation 
of the I Corps--ROK/U.S.-Group to the Combined Field Army aie concrete steps in the plot 

to streamline the command system over the ROK Army and strengthen operational control. 

The fact that this was done at a time when the U.S. war scheme is being further strengthened 
cannot but be [words indistinct]. As is known to all, the United States is conducting the 
war exercise Team Spirit 80 on the largest scale ever by bringing its military forces from 
its mainland and the Pacific region and is constantly introducing more destructive 
aggressive weapons into this country. Officials at the U.S. Department of Defense have 
recently said publicly that the United States will even use its stockpiles of war materials 
and provide the units of the U.S. forces in Korea, including the 2d Infantry Division, 

With new types of weapons and equipment. This clearly shows the true nature of the U.S, 
arms buildup scheme, 


The scheme and the recent action aimed at waging war on the Korean Peninsula show that the 
U.S. plot of war preparation has reached the point of ignition. For that very reason, 
public opinion at home and abroad is expressing great suspicion about the U.S, move to pree 
pare for war, Even though the United States babbles that the purpose of changing the 
designation of the I Corps--ROK/U.S.--<Group to the Combined Field Army was to deter invasion 
by someone, this is nothing but a sophistry to justify its criminal action. 


It is the unalterable private intention of the United States to hold on to the ROK as its 
colonial military base and to expand its sphere of influence over the Korean Peninsula. 

The United States should not indulge foolishly in petty schemes and should stop the reckless 
war rackets at once. It should withdraw from this land without delay. Our masses will 
not-allow the United States to plot war and will struggle for withdrawal of the U.S. forces 
from the ROK, 


U.S. TROOP REINFORCEMENT IN SOUTH KOREA SCORED 


SK160015 (Clandestine) Voice of the Revolutionary Party for Reunification in Korean to South 
Korea 0300 GMT 15 Mar 80 SK 


{Text] According to an announcement by the U.S. Defense Department on 13 March, U.S. 
military forces in the ROK have increased by more than 800 soldiers over the level of 
February last year. During this period, the United States reinforced its Army and Air 
Force more than other [word indistinct]. Such a scheme by the United Statesiis a vicious 
challenge to our masses and the peaceeloving people of the world who (?demand) an 
immediate withdrawal of the U.S. troops from the ROK, 


If the United States continues to (?keep) its troops in the ROK instead of withdrawing 
them, it cannot avoid the strong denunciation at home and abroad. 


KOREANS IN JAPAN PROTEST *RIGHT WING! DEMONSTRATIONS 
SK180811 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0804 GMT 18 Mar 80 SK 


[Text] Tokyo March.16 (KNS-KCNA)--Bandits of the "Dainihon Aikokuto," a right-wing ree 
actionary organisation of Japan, recently slandered our country, the General Association 
of Korean Residents in Japan (CHONGNYON) and the Choson University to arouse indignation 
among Korean residents in Japan and Japanese pubiic circles, 


On February 23, some 60 right-wing hooligans of Japan riding in 16 propaganda cars drove 
to the Choson University and conducted malicious propaganda against the DPRK and CHONGNYON 
and slandered the Choson University. Due to this row, the university had to temporarily 
suspend lessons, 
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Outraged by this, a protest group of the Choson University went to the Kodaira police 
station which permitted the socalled "motorcade demonstration" of right-wing hooligans 

and remained an on-looker to the situation, and strongly demanded it to take measures 
against the recurrence of such incident. Taisuke Tanahashi, socialist member of the 

Tokyo Metropolitan Assembly, Shoichi Kuji, chairman of the Kodaira branch of the Japan- 
Korea Association, and a representative of residents around the Choson University went to 
the Kodaira police station on February 25, and denounced the provocative acts of the 
right-wing group as reckless ones defying common sense amd demanded it to strictly control 
such acts in the future. 


Meanwhile, Japanese figures of various circles published taiks to expose the provocative 
acts of the right-wing gang. They denounced the dastardly acts against the Choson 
University as unpardonable ones trampling underfoot the legitimate right of the Korean 
citizens in Japan to national education. 


KHIEU SAMPHAN DELEGATION DEPARTS 14 MARCH 
OW142303 Pyongyang KCNA in English 2205 GMT 14 Mar 79 OW 


[Text] Pyongyang March 15 (KCNA)--The goverrment delegation of Democratic Kampuchea headed 
by Khieu Samphan, president of the Presidium of the state and prime minister of the 
Goverrment of Democratic Kampuchea, left here by plane on March 14. [In a virtually identi- 
cal report, Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean at 2200 GMT on 14 March here adds 

the following: A crowd of people were out at the airport to see off the guests. ] 


Present at the airport to see the guests off were Premier Yi Chong-ok, Vice-Premier and 
Foreign Minister Ho Tam, Vice-Premier Kong Chin-tae, leading functionaries of central 
organs and working people's organizations and a general of the Korean People's Amy. 

Also present were Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Democratic Kampuchea 
Sim Son and Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the People's Republic of Chim 
Lu Zhixian to our country. 


After the national anthems of our country and Democratic Kampuchea were played, Comrade 
Khieu Samphan, in company with Premier Yi Chong-ok, reviewed a guard of honor of the 
Korean People's Army. [Pyongyang Domestic Service adds: Children presented bouquets of 
flowers to Comrade Khieu Samphan and his entourage. A crowd gave the guests a warm send- 
off. ] 


DEFENSE MINISTER CABLES MONGOLIAN COUNTERPART 

SK180400 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0330 GMT 18 Mar 80 SK 

{Text ] Pyongyang March 18 (KCNA)--General 0 Chin-u, minister of people's armed forces, 
sent a message to Colonel General Jarantayn Abhia, Defense Minister of Mongolia, greeting 
the 59th anniversary of the founding of the Mongolian People's Army. 


Extending congratulutions to the officers and men of the Mongolian People's Army, General 
O Chin-u wished them greater success in their combat and political training. 


{7 


Iv. 18 Mar 80 SOUTH KOREA El 


PANMUNJOM TO BE SITE OF PREMIERS! TALKS 
SK180624 Seoul Domestic Service in Korean 0502 GMT 18 Mar 80 SK 


{Report via telephone by Correspondent Sin Kwang-sik from the Seoul side office of the 
North-South Coordinating Commission at Panmunjom--live ] 


[Excerpt] [Anchorman] What was agreed on at today's contact? 


[Sin] At today's working-level contact, which was held in camera and lasted about 3 hours 
and 15 minutes from 1000 hours to 1315 hours, it was agreed that the talks between the 
premiers of the %rth and South would be held alternately at Freedom House and Panmungak 
in Tanmnjom, that the next round of the working-level contact would be held at 1000 hours 
on 1 April at Freedom House on our side of Panmunjom and that the veme of the first 
meeting between the premiers would be decided when the date of the talks wil. be discussed. 


It was also agreed that the mumber of aides who will take part in the premiers! talks will 
be four from each side: two at the level of minister or vice minister and two at the level 
of assistant minister or department direcior, and that the number of working-level personnel 
will be four from each side. With these agreements at today's contact, a step toward the 
realization of the premiers! talks bas been made. 


The working-level delegates also agreed to insure the security and safety or personnel 
who will cross over the military demarcation line to each other's side to support and 
cover the premiers! talks, to escort them and to provide them with all the necessary 
conveniences. 


[Anchorman] What was the North Korean response to ou: proposal on agenda? 


[Sin] Our side proposed three items for the agenda: 1) The creation of mtual trust 
between the North and the South; 2) A peace settlement on the Korean Peninsula; and 
3) The question of peaceful reunification. 


The North Korean side counterproposed that the agenda be: The North and South collaborate 
[hapchak] with each other in any areas and unite to defend [as heard] an independent and 
peaceful unification. The North Korean side explained that instead of the word collaboration 
{hapchak], it is all right for our side to use the word cooperation [hyopnyok]. 


In response to this proposal, our side's chief delegate Kim Yong-chu said that it is rather 
a general explanation of the purpose of the premiers! talks than an agenda. He objected to 
the proposal, saying that the agenda should have a reasomble order and focus on what issues 
should be dealt with first and what next so that they could be discussed in detail, thus 
promising a successful outcome of the talks. Both delegations reached an understanding 
that they will further study each other's proposal and discuss them at the next round 

of contact. . 


DEFENSE MINISTER REDUCES CHONG SUNG-HWA'S SENTENCE 
$kK180924 Seoul HAPTONG in English 0821 GMT 18 Mar 80 SK 


[Text] Seoul, March 18 (HAPTONG)--Former Army Chief of Staff Chong Sungshwa condemned to 
serve 10 years in jail by a military court for abetting an attempted sedition following 
the assassination of President Pak Chong-hui was granted a remission that reduced his 
prison term to seven years, it was announced today. A terse announcement by the Defense 
Ministry said that Defense Minister Chu Yong-pok, exercising his jurisdiction over the 
military court ruling, decided to reduce Chong's prison term to seven years imprisonment. 
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Chong, 51, who had briefly served as the nation's martial law commander following Pak's 
death, was arrested on Dec, 12 last year and brought to a trial early this month on 
charges of abetting a sedition attempt by former Korean intelligence chief Kim Chae-kyu, 
the confessed assassin of President Pak, He received 10 years imprisonment at the 
Defense Ministry's martial law court on March 13 after four days of trial handled by a 
panel of five ranking military officers headed by Vice Admiral Chong Won-min, 


YUN PO-SON, OTHERS APPEAL SENTENCES IN 'YWCA CASE! 
SK170302 Seoul HAPTONG in English 0254 GMT 17 Mar 80 SK 


[Text] Seoul, March 17 (HAPTONG)--Former President Yun Po-son and 16 other dissidents 
charged with defying a martial law decree formally appealed general court-martial verdicts 
against them to the high military court today, the deadline for filing their cases to a 
higher tribunal, The 17 were sentenced to prison terms ranging from one to four year’s 

by the Capital Garrison Command court-martial for staging an unlicensed assemblage last 
November in defiance of the martial law decree and holéing a political rally to oppose 
the government plans to elect then acting president Choe Kyu-ha as president through the 
National Conference for Unification, an electoral college under the yusin constitution, 


Among them, Yun, 84, and Ham Sok-hon, 79, a Quaker leader, were handed down sentences of 
two and one year imprisonment, respectively, for their roles in the so-called Myong-dong 
case on Jan, 25. But the two were exempted from actually serving their time by the 
commander of the [Capital] Garrison Command later in January who had the final say on 

the verdicts, Other prominent figures involved were Pak Chong-tae, 61, and Yang Sun-chik, 
55, both of them former "awmakers of the Democratic Republican Party, and Kim Pyong-kol, 
55, a leading dissident writer. They also included Song Chin-sop, 30, a secretary of the 
National Council of Churches, who drew two years in jail by the same military court for 
having spread anti-government statements in the Christian building here on Nov 15, 


The seventeen defendants were accused of organizing the unlicensed meeting at the YWCA 
auditorium in the afternoon of Nov. 24, posing it as a wedding ceremony in a bid to out- 
smart military authorities, 


MARTIAL LAW COMMANDER CONFIRMS SENTENCES OF OCTOBER RIOTERS 
$K180920 Seoul HAPTONG in English 0818 Gm? 18 Mar 80 SK 


[Text] Seoul, March 18 (HAPTONG) --Martial Law Commander Gen, Yi Hui-song has confirmed 
the sentences given to ten defendants by the army appeals court-martial for their roles 
in last October's anti-government demonstrations in Pusan and Masan while exempting the 
last and eleventh from serving his prison term, The appeals military court on March 6 
upheld lower court-martial sentences of one to three years in jail passed to five of the 
eleven involved in the disturbances and handed down one year imprisonment with a stay of 
two years for each of the remaining six, Benefitted from the commander's measure Monday 
was Ok Sang-yol, a 19-year-old student, who had been given six tt 12 months in prison, 


Yi, who is also the army chief of staff, acting on another appeals military tribunal 
verdict involving two (dissidents, gave approval to a three-year jail term for an ex- 
journalist and exempted a dissident clergyman from serving his two-year sentence. Former 
daily TONG-A ILBO reporter Yi Pu-yong and the Rev. Yun Pang-ung drew the jail terms for 
defying a martial law decree outlawing unlicensed assemblage, It was not immediately 
know if the 13 defendants would appeal the high military court rulings to the Supreme 
Court, 
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KIM CHONG-PIL DENIES PAK ASSASSINATION USHERED IN NEW ERA 
SK180144 Seoul HAPTONG in English 0128 GMT 18 Mar 80 SK 


[Text] Seoul, March 18 (HAPTONG)--Leader of the majority Democratic Republican Party 

(DRP) Kim Chong-pil has claimed that it was not the assassination of President Pak Chong-hui 
last October that has ushered in a new era characterized by a political progress in the 
country. Even if Pak were alive, Kim, who succeeded Pak as the head of the DRP, said 

the 1980's would be a decade of "sublimation." 


The majority leader made the contention at a ceremony opening a training program for this 
year of the DRP training center here. He told the DRP audience that the 1980's must see 
the national strength based on the take-off and development made in the 1960's and 1970's 
"sublimated" and that the role for it has to be played by the DRP, Though arguments 
existed that the leading roles in the 1980's should be played by critics of the past two 
decades, he went on, it would be natural that the experienced and capable Democratic 
Republicans should assume the task. To play theleading roles also in this decade, he 
said, the DRP would have to win elections next year, 


DRP LIKELY TO BLOCK SPECIAL ASSEMBLY SESSION 
SK150106 Seoul HAPTONG in English 0058 GMT 15 Mar 80 SK 


[Text] Seoul, March 15 (HAPTONG)--The majority bloc is expected to reject the New Democratic 
Party's (NDP) demand for the convocation of a special National Assembly session to deal 
with, among others, Premier Sin Hyon-hwak!s recent remarks made apparently in defense of 
assassinated President Pak Chong-hui's ruling system. Floor leader of the Democratic 
Republican Party (DRP) Kim Yong-ho said today he saw no need to call a special house 
session since there was nothing to make an issue out of Sin!'s interview with the Japanese 
daily SANKEI SHIMBUN, 


In the interview published on March 1l, Premier Sin reportedly said his government would 
not hasten the pace of democratization in a way to totally negate the yusin (revitalizing 
reforms) system Pak introduced in 1972. Floor leaders of the DRP, NDP and Yujonghoe were 
scheduled to meet next week to discuss the convening of the NDP-proposed house session, 
NDP floor leader Hwang Nak-chu demanded an immediate meeting with his majority counter- 
parts Friday for talks on the house session but they were reluctant to agree to it. 


NDP RALLY HITS PREMIER SIN'S REMARKS ON YUSIN 
SK150251 Seoul HAPTONG in English 0241 GMT 15 Mar 80 SK 


[Text] Seoul, March 15 (HAPTONG)--The New Democratic Party (NDP) today declared that it 
would not tolerate any attempt going against the pec~‘e and the history, saying democra- 
tization is the history's effusive flow no one can block as well as popular aspirations 

no one can suppress, The minority party also vowed that it would struggle for the achieve- 
ment of democratic reforms in a conviction that it was the only way to save the country 
from impending crisis, saying it rejects any theory designed to run counter to democracy, 


The declaration was contained in a resolution NDP adopted at a rally at its headquarters 
today to spur the cause of democratization in the wake of recent remarks by Premier Sin 
Hyon-hwak and other leading public officials made apparently in defense of the past regime's 
ruling system. 
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Some 500 New Democrats including all the NDP lawmakers and chairmen of district chapters 
who took part in the rally resolved to wage a nationwide struggle to eliminate what they 
called factors undermining political development, They denounced as acts ignoring national 
consensus for democratization a string of recent remarks by Premier Sin and other leading 
officials of the caretaker government headed by President Choe Kyu-ha, 


Party President Kim Yong-sam, opening the meeting, stressed that such remarks by officials 
in leading government positions could be hardly tolerable as they could raise a popular 
suspicion about the government's move, The gemuine path to the national security rests 
with the realization of democracy, the resolution said, It said the stress of their 
struggle has to be also put on the release of political prisoners, and additional rein- 
statement of still disenfranchised dissidents and renewed the NDP stand that a peaceful 
transfer of government power could constitute the ultimate realization of democracy, It 
also called for convocation of an extraordinary National Assembly session without delay 
to deal with the recent controversial statements by government officials, 


During the rally, some lawmakers criticized the party leadership for its alleged dis- 
orientation in the restoration of democracy following the shooting death of President 
Pak Chong-hui on Oct. 26 and demanded that any intraparty activities weakening political 
progress in the nation be stopped. 


CONSTITUTION REFERENDUM MAY BE HELD BEFORE SEPTEMBER 
SK160426 Seoul Domestic Service in Korean 0300 GMT 16 Mar 80 SK 


[Excerpt] It is expected that the government will provide the outlines of the new 
constitution at the earliest possible date and, through public hearings and prior consul- 
tations with the National Assembly, will determine the new constitution in a national 
referendim before the regular National Assembly session at the earliest, 


A concerned government official said that the government, through prior consultations 
with the National Assembly, will provide a single revision bill, will strive to reflect 
in the bill the pan-national public opinion to be expressed at public hearings to be 
carried out on the basis of professional and regional representation, and will confirm 
the bill in a national referendum before the regular National Assembly session, 


If this plan proceeds without snag, the official said that the regular assembly session 
to be convened in September will be able to revise psrtinent laws such as the presidential 
election, the National Assembly election, the Election Management Committee, the political 
party and the National Assembly laws. 


SIX KOREAN FIRMS INSTRUCTED TO RESUME EXPORTS 7O IRAN 
S8K180202 Seoul HAPTONG in English 0124 cmt 18 Mar 80 SK 


[Text] Seoul, March 18 (HAPTONG)--Six Korean general trading firms are likely to resume 
their export sales to Iran shortly, The six general trading firms are Samsung Company, 
Hyundai Corporation, Ssangyong Trading Company, Kumho and Company, Hyusong Corporation 
and ICC Corporation, 


Assistant Commerce Minister Pak Pil-su, who recently returned home from an observation 
tour of Iran, said today that his ministry has instructed the local firms to resume their 
export sales to Iran as prospects have become brighter for Korea's exports to the Middle 


East country. 
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He said that Iran was in urgent need of fertilizer, cement, iron and steel products, 
tires and tubes, auto parts and daily necessities including laundry soap and detergent. 


In an effort to help employ effective transportation means for Korean export goods to 
Iran, the ministry today sonvened a meeting of representatives from the Korean Maritime 
and Port Administration (KMPA), the Korea Shipowners Association and the six Korean 
general trading firms, ministry sources said, 


Meanwhile, the ministry has increased this year's export target to Iran from the original 
190 million dollars to 300 million dollars, it was reported, South Korea exported 186 
million dollars worth to Iran last year, 


FOREIGN MINISTRY REJECTS JAPANESE REPORT ON NORTH'S STANCE 
$K180328 Seoul HAPTONG in English 0046 qGmT 18 Mar 80 SK 


[Text] Seoul, March 18 (HAPTONG)--The Foreign Ministry Monday denied a Japanese daily 
report that China has assured the United States that North Korea had no intention of 
invading South Korea, 


A highly placed ministry official, commenting on the YOMIURI SHIMBUN report on Sunday, 
said it was "totally groundless," Yomiuri said the assurance made in January when U.S. 
Defense Secretary Harold Brown visited Beijing was a virtual North Korean promise of 
non-aggression against South Korea, 


SEOUL ENVOY!S MEETING ADOPTS RESOLUTION ON EXPORT EFFORTS 
$K150250 Seoul HAPTONG in English 0236 GMT 15 Mar 80 SK 


[Text] Seoul, March 15 (HAPTONG)--An annual conference of Korean diplomatic mi» sion 
chiefs posted in the Asian and American regions ended here today with the adop'ion of 

a four-point resolution in which they resolved to redouble their efforts toward helping 
the nation achieve its 1980 export goal. The country has set its commodity exvort target 
at 17 billion U.S. dollars for the year of 1980. 


The five-day conference was attended by 30 ambassadors and consular mission chiefs from 
those regions, and took up a wide range of issues that included how to cope with the 
camouflaged North Korean peace offensive in the world community, To effectively counter 
this, the mission chiefs in the resolution declared that they would dedicate themselves 
to consolidating the ground for independent and practical diplomacy, 


NATIONAL ASSEMBLY TO INVITE FOREIGN LAWMAKERS TO SEOUL 
SK170107 Seoul HAPTONG in English 0054 GMT 17 Mar 80 SK 


[Text] Seoul, March 17 (HAPTONG)--Some 130 parliamentarians from 25 countries will >be 
invited by the National Assembly to visit Seoul this year, according to the Assembly 
today, The assembly hopes their visit could help the government to broaden cooperation 
with their countries in the fields of economy and resources, The countries to be invited 
include Indonesia, Mexico, Australia, Colombia, Britain, France, Turkey, Thailand, 
Nationalist China, Belgium, Ecuador, New Zealand, Portugal, Sweden, Brazil and Norway, 
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ARKHIPOV-LED SOVIET DELEGATION DEPARTS FOR MOSCOW 


Maydar Comments 
0W151557 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in Russian 1445 GMT 14 Mar 80 OW 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, 14 Mar (MONTSAME)--The decisions reached at the 19th meeting of 

the Mongolian-Soviet Intergovernmental Commission for Economic and Scientific-Technical 
Cooperation were exclusively aimed at furthering the growth of the MPR's economic po- 
tential, raising the Mongolian people's prosperity and developing and deepening the 
fraternal friendship and all-round cooperation between the MPR and the Soviet Union, 
said D. Maydar, member of the MPRP Central Committee Politburo and first deputy chair- 
man of the MPR Council of Ministers, in an appearance on Ulaanbaatar television. Maydar 
heads the Mongolian side of the Intergovernmental Commission. 


D. Maydar said: The meeting of the Mongolian-Soviet Intergovernmental Commission dis- 
cussed some importan: questions, including the results of coordination of the national 
economy plans of the two countries for the upcoming 5-year period; fulfillment of the 
program for further expanding and deepening the cooperation of our countries in all 
fields; progress in construction of the joint "Erdenet" enterprise; preparations for 
construction of projects in the upcoming 5-year plan with Soviet technical and economic 
assistance; and raising the efficiency of establishments and enterprises in the light 
and food industries, which have been constructed with Soviet aid. Maximum mobilization 
of internal reserves and reliance upon international aid of the fraternal Seviet Union 
is of decisive significance in successfully fulfilling planned tasks during the upcoming 
5-year plan period, D. Maydar stressed. 


Departure Ceremony 
0W151939 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in Russian 1448 GMT 14 Mar 80 OW 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, 14 Mar (MONTSAME)--The Soviet Government delegation led by I.V. 
Arkhipov, deputy chairman of the USSR Council of Ministers, which participated in the 

work of the 19th meeting of the Mongolian-Soviet Intergovernmental Commission for 

Economic and Scientific-Technical Cooperation, departed Ulaanbaatar for Moscow today. 
Seeing the Soviet delegation off at Bayant-Uhaa Airport were D, Maydar, member of the 

MPRP Central Committee Politburo and first deputy chairman of the MPR Council of Ministers; 
D. Gombojab, candidate member of the Politburo and secretary of the MPRD Central Committee; 
D. Sodnom, deputy chairman of the MPR Council of Ministers; S. Dagba, acting chief of a 
department of the MPRP Central Committee; D. Saldan, chairman of the MPR State Committee 
for Foreign Economic Relations; S. Balbar, deputy chairman of the Mongolian side of the 
Mongolian-Soviet Intergovernmental Commission; and A,I, Smirnov, USSR ambassador extra- 
ordinary and plenipotentiary to the MPR, 


BRIEFS 


MPA ANNIVERSARY--Ulaanbaatar, 14 Mar--DZALUUCHUUDYN UNEN reports on members of the MRYL 
Central Committee Politburo holding meetings with soldiers of the armed forces in con- 
nection with the upcoming 59th anniversary oi the MPA, and particularly reports on a 
visit made by L, Tudeb, first secretary of “he MRYL Central Committee, to the general 
military academy in Ulaanbaatar. [Text] [Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in Russian 1437 GMT 


14 Mar 80 Ow] 
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PHNOM PENH NATIONAL BANK INAUGURATED, BANK NOTES ISSUED 
BK181211 Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 1100 GmT 18 Mar 80 LK 


[Text] In light of the KPRC circular and the decision of the Phnom Penh Municipal 
People's Revolutionary Committee onthe establishment of the national bank, and in 

order to restore the national economy, a ceremony was held on 17 March to open the Phnom 
Penh National Bank in the presence of Comrade Khang Sarin, chairman of the Phnom Penh 
Municipal People's Revolutionary Council, 


Attending the inauguration ceremony were Comrade Tiv Yao, deputy chairman of the Phnom 
Penh Municipal People's Revolutionary Committee; Comrade Chea Chanto, chairman of the 
Phnom Penh National Bank; and cadres of various offices and departments under the 
central organization, as well as several Vietnamese experts. 


Speaking on the occasion, Comrade Chea Chanto said that during its rule the Pol Pot- 

Ieng Sary clique had laid waste the national economic structures, forbidden the printing 
of banknotes, obstructed the flow of commodities, and driven the people's living standard 
down to zero, Currently the KPRC is paying maximum attention to raising the living 
standard of the people, 


In response to the call of our people, the KPRC has issued banknotes and set up banks so 
as to facilitate efforts to restore the national economy and properly serve the people 
in the exchange of goods and currencr, 


PHNOM PENH PORT PIERS COLLAPSE, DISRUPTING AID SUPPLY 
BK180959 Kuala Lumpur International Service in English 0630 GmT 18 Mar 80 BK 


[Text] The flow of international relief supplies badly needed to avert the famine in 
Kampuchea have been disrupted after two of the three piers at Phnom Penh collapsed last 
week, An official of the British Oxfam charity organization in Singapore said this 
today. Oxfam regional representative Mr (Michael Swan) said that with the two piers 
tilted at a dangerous angle after slipping away from their foundation, almost half of 
the Phnom Penh port area could not be used for unloading operations, He said it could 
not have happened at a worse time, It was a tremendous blow to the organization's relief 
efforts, 


Mr (Swan) said: Oxfam, which heads a 33-member consortium of relief agencies, is now 
looking into the possibility of sending equipment to set up temporary docks at Phnom Penh, 
Relief agencies, including the International Red Cross, at the Kampuchean capital were 
also considering the feasibility of building a wharf a few kilometers from Phnom Penh 
port, 


SPK CITES TASS, AKAHATA ON KHIEU SAMPHAN'S PRC VISIT 
BK150901 (Clandestine) SPK in French 1427 GMT 13 Mar 80 BK 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 13 Mar (SPK)--In a commentary published on Monday [10 March], TASS 
exposed Beijing's (?Hegemonism) in the welcome accorded to hangman Khieu Samphan, It 
matters little, the commentary stressed, that "Democratic Kampuchea" no longer exists 
on the map and that over 1 year ago the Khmer people threw the criminal Pol Pot 

clique into the trash can of history and created a new state: the People's Republic 

of Kampuchea, The commentary pointed out that there is no longer any Kampuchean problem 
now that the Kampuchean people have driven the bloodthirsty Pol Pot-Ieng Sary clique 
out of their country. 
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The journal of the Japanese Communist Party, AKAHATA, said: By inviting Khieu Samphan to 
China, the Chinese authorities have revealed their efforts to safeguard the remnant Pol 
Pot troops! declining position in the world, The AKAHATA commentary denounced: By re- 
affirming its support for this clique, China is trying to revive all groups of reactionary 
Khmers, including those of Sihanouk, the Khmer Serei, forces hostile to new Kampuchea, and 
the Pol Pot band, 


PHNOM PENH RADIO ACCUSES THAILAND OF AIDING POL POT 

Falsehood of Toxic Chemical Use 
BK150928 Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 0400 GMT 12 Mar 80 BK 
[Station commentary: "You Cannot Straigthen the Tail of a Curve-Tailed Dog"] 


[Text] The Pol Pot clique!s propaganda apparatus in Kunming is tirelessly reporting on 
its guerrilla war in Kampuchea, while in fact the Pol Pot remnants have been completely 
mopped up, Today there is only a small number of bandits which are still carrying out 
clandestine activities, As for the Kampuchean revolutionary power, it is fulfilling 

the task of maintaining good order and security, and is managing the affairs of the whole 


country. 


As part of its psychological warfare, once in a while the Pol Pot& clique has come up with 
misleading news like the recently invented allegation that the Kampuchean Revolutionary 
Army had sprayed toxic chemicals or fired toxic gas shells to massacre people. This is 
completely fabricated news, However, what is most regrettable is that the Thai ruling 
circle has also vociferously echoed this falsehood, 


Vast segments of international public opinion have shown their elation at the steady 
growth of the Kampuchean revolution, The Kampuchean revolutionary power is being 
strengthened and the revived Kampuchean land is becoming more stable every day. The 

new Kampuchea under the leadership of the KPRC headed by Comrade Heng Samrin, which 
pursues a line of peace and friendship with all neighboring countries and aheres to 

the principles of respect for each other's sovereignty and noninterference in each other's 
internal affairs, constitutes one of the most important factors contributing to the main- 
tenance of the good order, security and stability of Southeast Asia, 


Anyone who colludes with the Beijing expansionists, U.S. imperialists and other . 
reactionaries in feeding and maintaining all stripes of their lackeys in Kampuchea, 
ranging from Pol Pot, Ieng Sary, Lon Nol and In Tam to Sihanouk and so on, in an attempt 
to subvert the Kampuchean revolution and prevent the Kampuchean people from building a 
new life, is certainly going counter to the aspirations of the peoples of various South- 
east Asian countries, 


Artillery Fire Fram Thai Territory 
BK180301 Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 1230 GMT 15 Mar 80 BK 


[Text] Since late February the Pol Pot remnant troops have been firing all kinds of 
artillery shells from Thai territory on a mumber of residential areas of our people 

livng along the border, They have been ordered to return to Kampuchea in order to commit 
crimes and steal our people!s belongings. Various border defense units in collaboration 
with local self-defense forces have pledged to protect people's lives and belongings with 
lofty vigilance, 


On 2 March, Unit 5 of the border defense force stationed at the Thmar Puok area killed 


three enemy soldiers and seized three weapons when they crossed the border and intruded 
about 300 meters inside our territory. 


2S 


Iv. 18 Mar 80 H 3 KAMPUCHEA 


On 6 March, seven remnant troops equipped wi‘h mines on an operation north of Poipet 
were captured by the combatants of Unit 2 and local self defense forces. On the same 
day, the cadres and combatants of Platoon No 5, Unit 1 surrounded and captured a small 
enemy group and seized three weapons in the vicinity of (Sam Lib), Pailin District, 
Battsmbang Province, 


DEFECTIONS INCREASE AMONG POL POT TROOPS 
BK180303 Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 1230 GMT 15 Mar 80 BK 


[Text] Between 3 and 10 March, a total of 800 Pol Pot remnant troops and people forced 
by the Pol Pot clique to conduct activities for the clique presented themselves to the 
revolutionary administration in various regions. Following the efforts made by all 
leveis of the authorities to open courses explaining the poisonous maneuvers of the 
enemy, many people previously fooled and forced to work for the Pol Pot clique or 
Sereika group also turned themselves in. 


According to preliminary reports, from 3 to 10 March, about 500 people turned themselves 
in to the authorities in Svay Rieng, Kompong Cham, Prey Veng, Kompong Thom, Kampot and 
Battambang provinces. Among them were enemy agents hidden in the administration to 
undermine the revolution. Some of these agents were given back their positions after 
they willingly admitted their guilt. 


During the same period, about 300 remnant troops who were hiding in the jungle in Kompong 
Thom, Pursat, Koh Kong and Kratie provinces also presented themselves to the authorities 
bringing with them 250 assorted weapons. These people, hungry and ill, were sent to 

the hospitals and infirmaries for treatment by the local revolutionary administration 

and all army units concerned. 


VICE PRESIDENT PEN SOVAN VISITS KOMPONG SOM 
BK180949 Phonm Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 1100 GMT 16 Mar 80 BK 


[Text] Accompanied by Vice Minister of Communications and Posts Khun Chhy, Vice 

Minister of Industry Phong Sareth and several cadres, Pen Sovan, KPRC vice president, 
minister of national defense and commander in chief of the Revolutionary Armed Forces, 

paid a visit to cadres, workers, the army and people in Kompong Som during mid-March. 

Vice President Pen Sovan received a warm welcome from the Kompong Som People's Revolutionary 
Committee. uring the visit, he met and talked with cadres of various offices and many 
representatives of the port's workers. 


In a report to Vice President Pen Sovan, Nong Neang, chairman of the Kompong Som People's 
Revolutionary Committee, spoke on the progress achieved in Kompong Som city since the 
liberation. He said: During the past more than 1 year, the inhabitants have strived 

to restore the national economy and promote the production movement and, to a certain 
extent, solved the problems of every day life. During the past rainy season, the farmers 
cultivated more than: 500 hectares of rice and grew many hectares of other crops. In 
the educational field, 28 classrooms were opened at the beginning of the school year to 
receive 2,156 pupils under 45 instructors. Two hospitals with 30 beds staffed by 46 
medical workers have been opened for service, distributing medicine and successfully 
treating several patients. During December, hundreds of tons of fish were caught by 

our fishermen at the rate of 5 or 6 tons a day in good weather conditions. The workers 
in the port have also been very active in unloading rice and other goods from the ships 
of friendly countries: approximately 600 stevedores unload between 800 and 900 tons from 
the ships daily. 
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On behalf of the KPRC and High Command of the Revolutionary Armed Forces, Vice President 
Pen Sovan praised the combat spirit of the laborers and farmers in improving Kompong Som 
city's conditions. He spoke on the internal and external situation of the country and 
Successive defeats of the enemy. In conclusion, he urged the cadres and laborers in the 
city to uphold their vigilance, constantly consolidate solidarity within their ranks, 

learn from each other, love the people and country, trust the people and serve them whole- 
heartedly and unconditionally, be loyal to the revolution, strive to strengthen and develop 
all levels of the revolutionary administration, maintain revolutionary vigilance in order 
to foil all enemy maneuvers, motivate the masses in the production movement to raise the 
standard of living and contribute to the rapid rehabilitation of the national economy. 


He also visited the Revolutionary Armed Forces stationed at Kompeng Som, whose feats in 
crushing both the enemy and their maneuvers to insure the people's security were highly 
praised. He urged the combatants to transform their national am class anger into a 
determined will to serve the nation and people with blood and flesh and to smash all 
enemy maneuvers aimed at undermining our revolution. 


He also visited the people in Tumnop Rolok commune. Realizing the progress achieved in 
the commune, he highly praised their achievements. He spoke of the progress made in all 
fields in the country, and pointed out the KPRC stand in looking after the people's well- 
being. 


To end his visit, he went to the orphanage am hospital to cordially meet the orphans 
and patients. 


VODK: KHIEU SAMPHAN DELEGATION DEPARTS PYONGYANG 


BK180334 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian to Kampuchea 2330 GMT 
17 Mar 80 BK 


[Text] The Democratic Kampuchean delegation led by Khieu Samphan, State Presidium 
chairman and prime minister successfully ended its friendship visit to the DPRK and 
left Pyongyang on 14 March. 


On hand to send off our delegation at the Pyongyang airport were Comrade Yi Chong-ok, 
premier of the DPRK; Comrade Ho Tam, vice premier and minister of foreign affairs; 

Comrade Kim Il-tae, chairman of the Education Committee; Comrade Kim Porng-chu, chairman 
of the General Federation of Trade Unions of Korea; Comrade Chong Song-nam, minister of 
external economic affairs; Comrade Pak Chung-kuk, vice minister of the people's armed 
forces; Comrade Kim Hyong-u, vice minister of foreign affairs; female Comrade (Chong-kun), 
vice minister of foreign trade; and many other Korean cadres. 


After the flag ceremony, Khieu Samphan reviewed the honor guard. Then, thousands of 
Pyongyang residents waved bouquets of flowers, cheered and raised banners welcoming the 
outcome of the visit and sending off our delegation. The banners read: "Long live the 
militant solidarity and friendship between the Korean and Kampuchean peoples," “Unity 
with all peoples of the world who defend matiomal sovereignty," "Solidarity with and 
support for the Kampuchean people's struggle for independence and sovereignty,” “Warm 
wishes to the delegation of the Democratic Kampuchean Goverrment led by Comrade Khieu 
Samphan, chairman of the state presidium and prime minister," and “Long live comrade 
chairman Khieu Samphan." 


The airport was also decorated with flags of the two countries ami large photos of Khieu 
Samphan and Comrade President Kim Il-song. 
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Afterwards, Khieu Samphan shook hands with the Pyongyang residents and the Korean leaders 
with most profound sentiments of warm fraternity and militant solidarity. During its stay 
in Pyongyang, our delegation also attended the Pyongyang opera "Sea of Blood" and visited 
the Victorious Fatherland Liberation War Museum. During these visits, Khieu Samphan and 
our delegation were accompanied by Comrade Yi Chong-ok, Korean premier, and other comrade 
Korean ministers. 


VODK: KHIEU SAMPHAN CONGRATULATES ZIMBABWE'S MUGAEE 


BK181000 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian to Kampuchea 2330 GMT 
17 Mar 80 BK 


[Text] Recently, Khieu Samphan, State Presidium chairman and prime minister of Democratic 
Kampuchea, sent a congratulatory message to newly-elected Zimbabwean Prime Minister Mugabe. 
The message reads; 


On the occasion of the victory of your front in the election and your aecession to the post 
of prime minister, I have the great pleasure to extend to Your Excellency, on behalf of 

the Democratic Kampuchean people and goverment, friendly salutations and warmest 
congratulations. 


The people and Goverrment of Democratic Kampuchea, who have always stood on the side of 
the Zimbabwean people's struggle for indepemence, are very happy over this significant 
event and wish Your Excellency total success in your lofty mission and the friendly 
Zimbabwean people fresh victories in strengthening their achievements and in building 
the independence of their fatherland. 


May the friendly relations and solidarity between our two peoples and c untries of 
Democratic Kampuchea and Zimbabwe grow forever. 


With highest regards. 
VODK:IENG THIRITH VISITS EGYPT, TALKS WITH OFFICIALS 


BK180812 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian to Kampuchea 2330 GMT 
17 Mar 80 BK 


[Text] From 7 to 13 March Mrs Ieng Thirith, minister of social affairs of Democratic 
Kampuchea, visited the Arab Republic of Egypt at the invitation of the Egyptian Govern- 
ment to take part in the inauguration celebrations of the salvage of the Philae temples 
in Aswan. 


During her visit, Minister Ieng Thirith was warmly and cordially received in audience by 
Madam as-Sadat, wife of President Anwar as-Sadat of the Arab Republic of Egypt, and held 
discussions with a number of Egyptian Goverrment officials, during which she explained to 
them the favorable development of the Kampuchean people's struggle against the Vietnamese 
aggressors, stressing the failure of the enemy's military operations in the current dry 
season. She also briefed them on the political program of the Patriotic and Democratic 
Front of the Great National Union of Kampuchea, the new strategic political line of the 
Goverrment of Democratic Kampuchea and the efforts of Democratic Kampuchea to strengthen 
and expand the international united front for opposing the Vietnamese regional expansion- 
ists and Soviet international expansionists. 


The hosts expressed sympathy vith and reiterated full support for ‘he Kampuchean people's 
struggle. The Arab Republic of Egypt has aiways supported Democratic Kampuchea in the 
internatioml arena and in particular has voted in favor of tne Democratic Kampuchean seat 
at the United Nations and the resolution of the 34th UN General Ase mbly demanding the 
total withdrawal of Vietnamese troops so as to enable the Kampuchean people to determine 
their own destiny. 
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PARTY DOCUMENT GIVES LPRP ORGANIZATION NAMELIST 


BK180932 [Editorial Report BK] Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao at 1200 GMT on 16 March 
1980 carries the apparent text of an 8,000-word "Document of the LPRP--Organizer and Leader 
of All Victories of the Lao Revolution." The amnouncer says the document was compiled oy 
the party propaganda and training committee. No date is given, and there is no other 
indication of the time of publication. However, a similar "document" broadcast by the 
radio on 14 March was tied to the 22 March anniversary of the party's founding. 


This 16 March document reviews the history of the "struggle of the Indochinese peoples 
under the leadership of the Indochinese Commnist Party" which led to the founding of the 
LPRP. It reviews the implementation of the objectives set forth by the second party 
congress, the "national liberation struggle" against the "U.S. imperialists and their 
henchmen" and the consolidation of the party, army and revolutiomary ranks. 


The document concludes by giving a "list of names of members of the Executive Committee 
of the LPRP Central Committee," quoted below as given; 


Kaysone Phomvihan, secretary general of the party 
Members of the party Central Committee's Political Bureau: 


1. Kaysone Phomvihan 

2. Nouhak Phoumsavan 

3. Souphanouvong 

4, Phoumi Vongvichit 

5. Khamtai Siphandon 

6. Phoun Sipaseut 

7- Sisomphon Lovansai 


Members of the party Central Committee's Secretariat: 


1. Kaysone Phomvihan 
2. Nouhak Phoumsavan 
3. Sisomphon Lovansai 


5. Sali Vongkhamsao 
6. Sisavat Keobounphan 


Members of the party Central Committee: 


1. Thit Mouan Saochanthala 

2. Khamsouk Sai-gnaseng 

3. Somseun [mame as heard] announcer adds a poorly heard syllable after the mame 

which could be "deceasea"] 

4, Sanan Soutthichak 

5 Ma Khaikhamphithoun 

6. Meun Somvichit 

7. Chanmi Douangboutdi 

8. Maisouk Saisompheng 

9. Saman Vi-gmaket 
10. Maichantan Sengmni 
11. Boualang 
12. Sounthon 
13. Souk Vongsak 
14. Khamphieu [name as heard, followed by a syllable which could be "deceased"] 
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Alternate members of the party Central Committee: 


- Sisana Sisan 

» Siphon Phalikhan 

- Mrs Khampheng Boupha 
- Nhiavu Lobaliayao 

- Somsak Saisongkham 

- Khambou Soumisai. 


Aw Fup eH 


DELEGATION LEAVES FOR ESCAP MEETING IN BANGKOK 
BK180549 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 0000 GMT 18 Mar 80 BK 


[Text ] An LPDR Foreign Affairs Ministry delegation led by Souban Sitthilat, staff 
director of the Foreign Affairs Ministry, left Vientiane on 15 March for Bengkok to attend 
the 36th session of the ESCAP scheduled to be held in Bangkok from 18 to 29 March. 

Seeing the delegation off at Wattai Airport were members of the ministry staff office, and 
a number of departmental and division heads in the Foreign Affairs Ministry. 


PHOUN SIPASEUT RECEIVES SRV AMBASSADOR NGUYEN XUAN 
BK171138 Vientiane KPL in English 0906 GMT 17 Mar 80 BK 


[Text] Vientian.s, 17 Mar (KPL)--Phoun Sipaseut, vice-premier and minister of foreign 
affairs, this morning, received here Nguyen Xuan, the Vietnamese ambassador to Laos. 
The meeting between the two officials ' s carried out in an atmosphere of friendship 
a 1 cordiality. 


NGUYEN CO THACH THANKS PHOUN SIPASEUT FOR GREETINGS 
BK171234 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 0000 GMT 13 Mar 80 BK 


(22 February message of thanks from SRV Foreign Affairs Minister Nguyen Co Thach to LPDR 
Foreign Affairs Minister Phoun Sipaseut ] 


(Text ] Beloved comrade minister, I would like to sincerely thank you, comrade, for 

sending beautiful greetings to me on my appointment as foreign affairs minister of the 

SRV, I firmly believe that the friendship, militant solidarity and all-round cooperation 
between our two countries on the basis of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism 
will be further consolidated and incessantly developed. I hope that our two countries 
will continue close cooperation and coordination of our movements for the solidarity 
between our two countries and among the three Indochinese countries, and fight together 
against the imperialists and the Chinese expansionists and hegemonists for the sake of 
peace, national independence, democracy and socialism. I wish you, comrade, good health 
and new greater victories in your esteemed duties. 


BRIEFS 


YOUTH TO HUNGARY--Vientiane 14 Mar (KPL)--A delegation of the youth paper NOUM LAO, 
headed by its sub-editor in chief Sivilai, this morning left Vientiane for Budapest, 
capital of the Hungarian People's Republic, to celebrate the 35th anniversary of the 
Hungarian liberation to be held from 16 to 23 March. Douangdi Inthavong, editor-in-chief 
of NOUM LAO youth paper, and staff members of the Hungarian Embassy saw the delegation off 
at the airport. [Text] (Vientiane KPL in Inglish 0926 GMT 14 Mar 80 BK] 
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PREM TELLS ESCAP HIGH-LEVEL CONFERENCE ON REFUGEES URGENT 
BK180506 Hong Kong AFP in English 0452 amr 18 Mar 80 BK 


[Text] Bangkok, 18 Mar (AFP) --New Thai Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon called today for 
an urgent high-level international conference to aid the refugees from Cambodia. At 
the same time, General Prem said the conflict in Cambodia must be resolved by peaceful 
means, including the convening of an all party conference, Thailand, he said, contimes 
to adhere strictly to a policy of nonalignment in the Cambodian conflict which pits 
Vietnamese and Soviet -backed forces against Chinese supported guerrillas, 


Opening a major United Nations regional economic conference here, the new prime minister 
stressed there will be no change in what he called Thailand's independerit foreign policy, 
anchored in strengthening peace and international cooperation. He was speaking before 
delegates of more than 40 countries including the United States and the Soviet Union, 
attending the inaugural session of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), which is to map out the development strategy in the region 
for the coming decade, 


"Wwe stand willing and ready to maintain and further develop friendly and fruitful 
relations with all states irrespective of differences in political, social and economic 
systems," he said. 


But Gen. Prem hit out at disruption to peaceful coexistence "first by foreign armed 
intervention in Kampuchea and more recently in Afghanistan." He renewed Thailand's 
call for the setting up of a UN observer team on the Thai side of the Cambodian border 
to guard against what he called a persistent threat of a spillover of the fighting. 
"Such a UN presence will help to ensure that the international boundary is inviolable 
and to reduce border tension," he said. 


With regard to the refugees, he said that in spite of present efforts, "further assistance 
remains essential to stave off the severe food crisis impending in Kampuchea which will 
cause another massive flow of starving Kampucheans into Thailand." Anadditional pro- 
gramme is also essential to cope with the present number of Cambodians at the various 
centers in Thailand for the period from April to December 1980, he said. 


"Tt is for this reason that my government continues to see the necessity of convening a 
conference in the near future, at an appropriate high level, for the humanitarian 
relief of the unfortunate Kampuchean people," 


On domestic issues, Gen. Prem noted that Thailand was faced with many economic problems, 
aggravated by the international energy situation. He pledged to tackle these prob- 
lems with renewed vigour, and to ensure a more equitable distribution of the nation's 
wealth, 


PRC, DEMOCRATIC KAMPUCHEA WALK OUT OF ESCAP MEETING 
BK181032 Hong Kong AFP in English 1023 GmT 18 Mar 80 BK 


{Text ] Bangkok, 18 March (AFP)=--<China and Democratic Kampuchea walked out of United 
Nations regional meeting here today when a delegate from Laos took the floor. The 
protest against alleged Vietnamese domination of Laos came on the first day of a 
conference of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific (ESCAP). 
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But in his remarks, the Laotian delegate, Foreign Ministry Secretary-General Souban 
Sitthilat, hit back at the Chinese-backed Khmer Rouge regime which he called "genocidal." 
Mr. Souban paid tribute to what he called "the revolutionary upheavals" in Iran and 
Afghanistan as well as in Cambodia. 


Speaking in French, he warned of the dangers inherent in the yawning gap between have 
and have-not nations. But he said the climate was favourable for Asian cooperation 
despite persistent dangers of war. He hailed expanded ties with Thailand and Burma as 
an example of improved cooperation possible in the area, 


Turning to China, however, he lashed out at what he called "Beijing reactionary authorities" 
who he said posed a threat to Laotian sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity. 
Laos, he said, is a small country that desires to live in peace [and] maintain friendly 
relations with all countries. 


GROWING NUMBER OF SRV ARMY DESERTERS ENTER THAI TERRITORY 
OW180921 Tokyo KYODO in English 0905 GMT 18 Mar 80 OW 


[Text] Bangkok March 18 KYODO--A growing number of deserters from the Vietnamese Army 
are entering Thai territory as the Vietnamese forces in Cambodia reach the Thai-Cambodian 
border, Thai sources said Tuesday. Leaflets urging the Vietnamese soldiers to desert are 
being secretly distributed in the Cambodian territory, apparently contributing to the 
growing number of Vietnamese deserters, a source in the Thai border town of Aranyaprathet 
said Tuesday. The leaflets are written in Vietnamese in the name of Hoang Van Hoan, a 
former senior Vietnamese official who fled to Beijing for political asylum last year, 

the source said. Hoang was formerly vice chairman of the Standing Committee of the 
Vietnamese National Assembly. 


The Thai source said that the distributed leaflets said Vietnam is following Soviet 
policies, discarding the long-cherished goal of the reconstruction of an independent 
fatherland after victory in the war against the United States and national reunification. 
The leaflets said Vietnamese soldiers should devote themselves to releasing Vietnam from 
the Soviet Union, the Thai source said. The source quoted the leaflets as saying that 
what every Vietnamese soldier can do now is to desert into areas under control by the 
Free Khmer, a major Third-party guerrilla group in war-torn Cambodia. 


The Thai source also said that the Vietnamese language used in the leaflets was different 
from the official Vietnamese. They included colloquial styles popular among southern 
Vietnamese, the source s2id. 


Some Indochina watchers, therefore, speculated that the Free Khmer group might make use 
of the popular name of the exiled Hoang Van Hoan as part of the group's propaganda 
campaign against the Vietnamese Army. 

ICRC HALTS AID TO CAMP 204 AFTER DISPUTE WITH LEADERS 

BK171524 Hong Kong AFP in English 1505 GMT 17 Mar 80 BK 

[Text] Bangkok, 17 Mar (AFP)--The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has 


decided to stop sending medical teams and food to a Cambodian camp on the Thai-Cambodian 
border following a dispute with anti-communist Khmer Serei camp leaders over the week-end. 
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A spokesman for the ICRC said the decision was made at a meeting of ICRC officials at 
the border and would hold "until we receive assurances of security." The decision came 
in the wake of a dispute on Saturday in which Van Saren, leader of the "Camp 204," 
pulled a gun on ICRC officials trying to take Vietnamese refugees out of the camp, 


After Thai officials mediated, 31 Vietnamese refugees who had fled Vietnam across 
Cambodia, were finally taken out of the border camp, It was "the latest in a long line 
of difficulties," the ICRC had had with the camp, the spokesman noted, 


Security was "too precarious" and, unless there were improvements, the blockade would 
go into effect on Wednesday (March 19) when ICRC officials normally deliver a weekly 
food supply to the camp, Located opposite the Thai border village of Non Mak Mun, 

Camp 204 is estimated to be holding some 100,000 Cambodians most of whom are civilians, 


In an interview with newsmen at the border camp today, Van Saren said he would stage a 
protest and possibly resort to violence if the ICRC went ahead with the blockade on 
Wednesday, He claimed that 300,000 Cambodians would suffer fromthe blockdage which he 
denounced as an offence to humanitarian principles. 


In a related development, the Khmer Serei leader said two 105-mm heavy artillery shelis 
fell inside the camp early this morning leaving one Cambodian injured and two living 
quarters destroyed, He added that a Vietnamese unit was stationed at only about three 
to four kilometres north of the camp, 


van Saren Threat 


BK180111 Bangkok NATION REVIEW in English 18 Mar 80 p 1 BK 


[Text] The leader of the Khmer Serei yesterday threatened to drive more than 300,000 
Khmer now taking refuge at Ban Non Mak Mun in Ta Phraya across the border into Thailand 
if food supplies don't reach them by Wednesday, Van Saren, whose armed Khmer Serei are 
virtually in control of the camp, said the International Committee of the Red Cross had 
cut back relief supplies usually delivered to the Khmer every weeks, [sentence as 
published] "We are going to open fire and drive all the Khmer into Thailand if the 
foods don't reach us on Wednesday," he told reporters, 


Decision To Resume Aid 
BK181256 Hong Kong AFP in English 1240 qmr 18 Mar 80 BK 


[Excerpt] Bangkok, 18 March (AFP)--The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
today decided to resume aid operations for a Cambodian camp on the Thai-Cambodian border 
following a "promise of better security" for their officials, A spokesman for the ICRC 
said the decision was made at a meeting at the border this afternoon which brought 
together ICRC officials, leaders of the "Camp 204" under Khmer Serei (anti-communist Free 
Khmer) leader Van Saren, and Thai military authorities, "We obtained a promise of better 
security and cooperation and relief operations would resume as from tomorrow, the spokes- 
man affirmed, 
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NHAN DAN ACCUSES JAPAN OF PURSUING UNFRIENDLY AID POLICY 
0W180735 Hanoi VNA in English 0721 GMT 18 Mar 80 OW 


[Text] Hanoi, VNA, March 18--"The Japanese authorities have pursued an unfriendly and 
insincere policy in granting economic aid to Vietnam," comments NHAN DAN today on a 
reported decision made by Japan to postpone its economic aid to Vietnam for the current 
fiscal year to the 1980 fiscal year or later "as long as the situation remains the same 
in Indochina," 


"This ugue statement by a responsible figure in the Japanese Government shows that Japan 
has had an unsound motive in granting aid," the paper says, It goes on: "That Vietnam 
and Japan have established normal relations »%n the basis of equality, mutual benefit and 
respect for each other's independence and sovereignty is in the interests of the two 
countries. The Japanese Government has affirmed its commitment to grant economic aid 
to Vietnam, However, it has presented one excuse after another for failure to honour 
that commitment, and has over and over again declared a "suspension of aid." Of late, 
it said it still honours the commitment, but that the time to resume aid is not yet 
opportune, 


"The direct cause of the suspension is Japan's attempt to intervene in Kampuchea's inter- 
nal affairs and in the relationship between Vietnam and Kampuchea. Objectively, this 
action serves Beijing's policy. With regard to the Kampuchean and Afghan issues, Japan 
sides with the U.S,’ the Chinese expansionists and other reactionary circles against 
Vietnam and the Soviet Union. It has withheld aid to Vietnam, while eagerly providing 
50 billion yen to Beijing, making friends with and assisting these who have attacked 
Vietnam after signing a treaty of peace with Japan. The tripartite collusion between 
Washington, Beijing and Tokyo has been enhanced through the recent trips by U.S. Sec- 
retary of Defence H. Brown to China and Japan, of former Foreign Minister Sonoda, special 
envoy of the Japanese prime minister, to the Middle East and South Asia, and by Chinese 
Vice Foreign Minister Han Nianlong to Tokyo, 


"Vietnam's consistent position is to reject any pressure and any aid with political 
conditions attached. To aid Vietnam in healing the wounds of war is Japan's obligation, 
because Japanese fascism committed monstrous crimes in Vietnam and also because the 
Japanese authorities lent a hand to the U.S, in its invasion of Vietnam." 


"we sternly criticise the unfriendly attitude of the Japanese authorities and reject 
all their arrogant statements", NHAN DAN underlines. 


AFP CITES HANOI SOURCE ON INDIAN RECOGNITION OF PRK 
BK181127 Hong Kong AFP in English 0543 GMT 18 Mar 80 BK 


[Text] Hanoi, 17 March ( AFP)--India will recognize the pro-Vietnamese Heng Samrin regime 
in Cambodia only after a few months, a reliable source said here today. While confirming 
that the principle of this recognition has been agreed, the source ruled out that recogni- 
tion could take place before or during the visit to New Delhi, probably next month, by 
Vietnamese Premier Pham Van Dong. The source said the two governments had not yet agreed 
on the date of the visit. The Indian authorities are studying a Vietnamese proposal 

that the visit take place early next month, the source added, 
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QUAN DOI NHAN DAN MARKS FIRST YEAR SINCE PRC'S DEFEAT 
0W180721 Hanoi VNA in English 0707 GMT 18 Mar 80 OW 


[Text] Hanoi, VNA, March 18--The factors which resulted in the defeat of the Beijing 
expansionist forces have remained unchanged, says the Army paper QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 
today, one year after the Chinese reactionaries! setback in their aggressive war against 
Vietnam, 


The paper says: "Preparing for expansion, the Chinese military command has over the past 
year strengthened its forces and arms, increased military training and reorganized its 
logistical support for war. Because of inadequate military equipment, Beijing has sought 
the assistance of the United States, Japan and other Western countries to help urgently 
modernize national defence," 


"Basically, Beijing has failed to do away with the weaknesses of an army which has been 
turned from a patriotic army into an aggressive one to serve the design of big-nation 
expansion," it stresses. 


The paper points out: "War is a comprehensive test of the strength of a country and 
regime, A country and a regime with innumerable contradictions and difficulties like 
China cannot create a firm rear for war. Even worse, it cannot fully reinforce a big 
army in a large-scale war of aggression," 


The paper goes on: "Fighting spirit is one of the basic factors determining the strength 
of an army. When still a patriotic revolutionary army engaged in a national liberation 
struggle in the past, the Chinese Army's fighting spirit was not low, Since this army 
has become an aggressive one, its fighting spirit has gone down remarkably." 


"Strategy and tactics are also decisive factors for success or defeat at the front. 

The Chinese military command is trying to carry out ‘people's war strategy! while in- 
vading other country. Unfortunately, the nature and law of a people's war is closely 
linked with a just war. In the history of warfare, no aggressive army has been able to 
apply the laws of a people's war," the paper analyses. 


"One year after its heavy military setback in the war of aggression against Vietnam's 
northernmost provinces, Beijing is meeting with insurmountable basic contradictions. 

If the aggressors recklessly undertake another military adventure, they will sustain 
heavier losses with unforeseen consequences," QUAN DOI NHAN DAN concludes, 


SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION PLAN SIGNED WITH BULGARIA 
0W151559 Hanoi VNA in English 15 Mar 80 OW 


[Text] Hanoi, VNA, March 15--The minutes of a five-year plan (1980-85) on Vietnamese- 
Bulgarian scientific cooperation were signed here today by Nguyen Van Dao, vice-director 
and general secretary of the Vietnam Institute of Sciences, and G. Bliznakov, general 
secretary of the Bulgarian Academy of Science, head of a delegation of the academy on 

a visit to Vietnam, 


Present on this occasion were Tran Dai Nghia, director of the Vietnam Institute of Sciences; 


Nguyen Khanh Toan, chairman of the Social Science Commission, and representatives of the 
Bulgarian Embassy. The Bulgarian delegation left here today, 


as 
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CONCLUSION OF JOURNALIST NGUYEN KHAC VIEN INTERVIEW 
Part II 
OW141701 Hanoi VNA in English 1534 qr 14 Mar 80 OW 


["Second installment" of interview with SRV Journalist ‘guyen Khac Vien by Medisedh- 
Netherlands-Vietnam Committee, as published in VIETNAM VOURIER--For first installment 
of interview see 14 March Asia & Pacific DAILY REPORT, page K 4. ] 


{[Text] Hanoi, VNA, March 14--Question: Is there still a North-South problem? 


Answer: When certain Western journalists speak of the domination of the South by the 
North, they are simply taking up under another form of the argument used by American 
propaganda to justify the massive military intervention, ‘The split is not a geographi- 
Cal one, but has to do with class struggle. In North and South alike there are 
supporters and opponents of socialism, In the historical context of Vietnam, those 
who choose socialism are in the mjority, the minority that stands against socialism 
gets the bulk of its strength from abroad. ‘he real problems are therefore of a 
practical nature: problems of how to mke changes ina society which was colonized by 
France for one century (1959-1954), dominated by American neocolonialism for 21 years, 
and then shaken up and traumtised by a most atrocious war, mterially as well as 
socially and morally. The consequences of this long period of history can be summa- 
rigfed thus: considerable material destruction, traditional rural society turned 
upside-down (ten million peasants were displaced from their villages which had been 
bonbed out of existence by the Americans), uncontrolled "urbanisation" without in- 
dustrial development, growth of parasitic strata among a population continually enticed 
into the life of a consumer society, complex social problems, gangsterism, prostitution, 
drugs, superstition, the disappearance of national cultural and moral values. Saigon 
and its surroundings epitomised this society. Beside the Cu thi area, which was razed 
to the ground by bombs and military operations, was the town and its luxury flats, 
hotels, villas, bars and department stores, interspersed with pitiful shantytowns. 
Beside all this, the Chinatown, Cho Lon. Seven hundred thousand Hoa were crowded into 
this old town, a real state within a state. 


Question: Some say that for the last five years Saigon has not been transformed by 
the revolution, but instead the city has badly contaminated the revolutionary movement. 
This would lead to a breakdown of the situation which would be impossible to prevent. 


Answer: These commentators see only one aspect. The U.S. political strategy ws 
implemented with huge resources and had a deep impact, but to counter it there has 
been powerful action on the part of the national and revolutionary movement. And in 
the end it is the national and revolutionary movement that has won, Visitors to 

Ho Chi Minh City today should look at both faces, firstly the serious and widespread 
consequences of the old regime, and secondly the considerable effort that has been 
made to build a new society, ‘The fight between old and new is going on in every part-- 
from the security question, through the rehabilitation of drug-addicts and prostitutes 
and the renewal of theatre and cinem, to the measures taken against the black mrket 
and other trafficking, and against the corruption of some public servants, It's a huge 
building site and if an observer is biased, he can point out only the old ruins and 
ignore the new building that are growing wp. 
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Food rations are smll, shortages are many and serious, the black market continues, 
youths can be seen hanging around in cafes, and it must be admitted that there are 
still some young women soliciting in the streets, public servants who take backhanders, 
and armed attacks by gangsters as well as by pro-American or pro-Chinese agents. But 
if you saw Saigon at the time of liberation in 1975 and compare it with the city today, 
the changes are striking. In spite of the occasional armed attacks and robberies that 
are still frequent, you can move around safely in the city, even in the evening, with 
no more risk than in any American city. Drugs and prostitution are no longer in the 
Open, flooding the whole city, but have been pushed well back; food is still a great 
problem, but there is no famine, no one dying of hunger alone on the streets. 


Question: Some say the changes are too slow. 


Answer: This is not an offensive like the one which liberated Saigon in April 1975, 
but a drawn out war of nerves. We could have taken Pol Pot's way out and proclaimed 
afterwards that a radical revolution had taken place. Imagine our soldiers coming in 
to liberate the city, after years of suffering and deprivation. They have no more than 
5 dong pocket money a month, to pay for all their needs. Then they see the black- 
marketeers buying 150-dong meals in the restaurants. The military command could have 
told the men "take your machine-guns and let the filthy bourgeois have it!" But the 
order wasn't given and our soldiers could only grind their teeth and put up with the 
sight of these people who had mde their fortune out of the war and were continuing 
their trafficking and extortion, mking money in the most scandalous fashion, They 
knew that this state of things would have to end. Society can't be changed by gun- 
fire, but only in quite different ways. Let's look at some figures: 


At the time of liberation there was not a single creche in Saigon for working mothers, 
and the rich didn't need them, ‘There were 3,870 children in nursery schools, but in 
rich areas only, and 395,000 school pupils. In 1979 the figures were: creches 20,000; 
nursery schools 95,000; schcols 870,000. This was not done overnight. It was neces- 
sary to mobilise not only teachers; but all the people. The only means at our disposal 
to do this were the villas abandoned by the wealthy people and which were taken over to 
house creches and schools. Then there are the adults who have learned to read and 
write, who are taking evening classes to equip themselves to fulfill their new civic 
responsibilities. That's the real revolution, the real human rights. And what about 
the tens of millions of drug addicts, prostitutes and gangsters who, with medical 
treatment and above all with the devoted care of our activists, borne along in the 
revolutionary current that animates our country, have become normal people again. 
Better still, some have become’ militants themselves. 


I think that there is no other country, even among those well equipped mterially and 
with doctors, psychiatrists, etc, which has succeeded in rehabilitating so many drug 
addicts. Our doctors and educators succeed not because they are more able than those 
of other countries, but because they are working inside a society that is pushed for- 
ward by a wide and deep revolutionary moment. It's a sort of test for the regime. 


Question: Are there any other domains where important changes have been made? 
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Answer: The South had practically no infrastructure of social medicine. Doctors dealt 
mostly with private patients, and the ministers of the pro-American government paid more 
attention to their bank accounts than they did to the health of the people. That is why 
there were many endemic diseases and frequent epidemics too. Malaria, cholera, plague, 
tuberculosis and venereal disease were all rife. The struggle against them was under- 
taken on a vast scale, by massive vaccination campaigns, and by the setting up in all 
city neighbourhoods and villages of health stations to treat common ailments, give 
vaccinations, deliver babies and promote hygiene campaigns. To summarise the pro- 
gress the South has mde over the last five years in various fields: 


-Defence of security and peace. 

-Ma jor development of education at every level. 
-Ma jor development of hygiene and medicine, 
-Soclety has progressively become more healthy. 


A comparison between our country an others of Southeast Asia brings out the following 
facts: A smaller GNP than many other countries, but a less wnequal distribution of 
social income, a much higher rate of school attendance, and the numbers of doctors and 
hospital beds per thousand inhabitants are higher too. And of course this is in a coun- 
try that has gone through forty years of war and is still threatened with invasion by 
a great power. Some results, which we could call negative ones, such as not falling 
into civil war or famine, don't strike the attention, but are no less important or 
illustrative of the nature of the regime. That Ho Chi Minh City five years after 
liberation has been able to take another half a million children into its schools and 
creches bears witness to the vitality of the revolutionary movement. What other party 
or government could have obtained these results? There is no political opposition, as 
I told you, and there are good reasons for this: The majority of the population my 
grumble about certain aspects of the current state of affairs, but they know what the 
regime has done and lend it their strong support. They are ready to defend it against 
any foreign aggression, 


Question: Don't the intellectuals have reservations, or even constitute an opposition? 
Does the old "third force" still exist? 


Answer: The southern intellectuals were educated during the French colonial period 

and under the Americans, Their sentiments are complex and often contradictory. Most 
are patriots, happy to see their country free and regaining its health. But when they 
run up against difficulty after difficulty both in private life and in public activity, 
many have reservations and a few are even opposed tothe regime. The former third force 
was chiefly composed of intellectuals who were deeply opposed to the American domina- 
tion and worked against it legally under the old Saigon regime. After liberation most 
of them have had a vast field of activity opened up for them: in politics, culture, social 
affairs and science, They have become deputies, members of town administrative con- 
mittees, university teachers and journalists. The Ho Chi Minh City daily TIN SANG is 
published by many intellectuals of the former third force. Some are catholics. And a 
group of catholics also publishes the weekly CATHOLICS AND THE NATION. So the intellec- 
tuals have plenty of scope for activity, but in daily life they have two kinds of prob- 
lems to solve. Firstly, their standam of living has dropped considerably, to the same 
level as all public servants and professionals. 
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Secondly, they all have a very varied set of ideas, from Marxism to religious thought 
and various philosophical theories, both Asian and European, which are not always easy 
to reconcile, But this is an extremely interesting historical experiment. Take the 
Catholics for example: I've met mny of them who believe that full participation in 
the building of socialism under the present regime is a basic condition for the flower- 
ing of true Christianity. Others see participation in the building of socialism as a 
means to ensure a solid position for the Church which will allow it to relate to the 
profoundly atheist state. 


Question: So is there the pluralism that people talk of in the West? 


Answer: Yes and no, Not pluralism of parties as in the West where society is divided 
into distinct and often warring classes: monopoly capitalists, middle capitalists, 
working class, etc. There, people are divided as to the nature of the regime they want: 
some fiercely defending capitalism, others choosing socialism Here, as I have said, 
there is a concensus about the nature of the system. The feudal classes have been 
eliminated and the bourgeoisie has never grown up except as an appendage to colonialism 
and neocolonialism; so there is no longer anyone to stand up and defend capitalism, 
Capitalism for the Vietnamese has always been closely linked to colonialism, 


So no pluralism on the long-term aims: defence of national independence, building of 
socialism But along this one road, different social categories and strata; women, 
young people, followers of various religions, different ethnic groups, trade union 
members in factories and offices, peasants, all have their own legitimte interests 
which must be respected, So we have to set up machinery for them to express their 
aspirations: trade unions; artists' and writers' and medical associations; the churches 
and religious orders. Apart from their own activities, each of these sends delegates 
to the Fatherland Front. At the district, provincial and national levels. Representa- 
tives of ethnic groups also take part in the front's various levels. The constitution 
and the major political lines of the country are discussed by the front, which also 
chooses a list of candidates to be put forward in the elections for the National 
Assembly. Candidates stand for election not as members of this or that party of 
organization, but as candidates of the Fatherland Front. The National Assembly chooses 
the central government. The local government at each level is elected by the inhabi- 
tants of the cities, towns and villages. So a citizen has various orportunities to 
express his or her opinion, 


-within the mass organization (trade union, women's union, youth union, religious 
body) to which he or she belongs; 

-at the elections for the National Assembly; 

-at the elections for local government of the province, town and village. 


Peasants participate in the discussion at the general meeting of the cooperative and 
of the production brigade, and take part in the elections of the administrative con- 
mittee of the cooperative. In factories and offices the worlers take part in trade 
union discussions and can call the management to account directly at each general 
meeting, which takes place every six months, The management of enterprises mst take 
account of the trade union's opinion and the party organization's opinion in every 
important decision, 
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When the enterprise is a large one, the youth union's representative has a say, too, 
There are also the people's control committees, elected by the citizens, which were 

Set up in 1976. These have the right to mke enquiries into the working of the admin- 
istration each time they receive complaints from citizens. It can be said that the 
Vietnamese citizen of today has more opportunities to vote and participate in public 
affairs than the citizen of any other country. So from the institutional point of view 
the system is a democratic one. 


Question: You said "from the institutional point of view." Does this mean that in 
reality the system doesn't work very well? 


Answer: The institutional mechanism is important, but only works in the context of the 
already existing social and historical mechanisms. The parliamentary democracy of West- 
ern Europe has been, one could say, emptied of content with the coming of monopoly 
Capitalism, the multinationals and the mss media, In Vietnam it is not the institutions 
Which hinder the workings of democracy, or as we call it the exercise of the people's 
right of collective mastery, but the whole social environment. Getting the institu- 
tions to run smoothly presupposes deep changes in this environment. It also means a 
continual rise in the political and ideological consciousness of the population and of 
the level of competence of public servants. Roughly speaking, democracy works better 

in the towns than the countryside, better in the capital than the provinces, better in 
the North than the South. in the South the population as a whole has only been liberated 
for five years and a large proportion of our experienced militants were killed by the 
Americans--90 percent in some areas. This means, for example, that when an intellectual 
discusses with a high-ranking official the two may be in perfect agreement about a policy 
to be followed, but when the intellectual has to deal with (?lower), less experienced 
and more narrow-minded officials, he comes up against examples of bureaucracy that are 
often intolerable. It often happens, too, that neither the local inhabitants nor the 
responsible officials have understood a line that has been laid down by the higher 
authorities in some field or other, in which case the unfairly treated citizens cannot 
benefit from the rights the written law allows them and the officials do not know that 
they have overstepped their rights, 


Question: You have mentioned bureaucracy. Your newspapers including the party organ 
NHAN DAN and your top leaders including the party general secretary and the prime min- 
ister have condemned bureaucracy on many occasions, and somet4mes very strongly. 

What significance do these declarations have? 


Answer: In fact this is a very serious defect which hinders the working of our 
institutions and slows down economic and cultural progress. Authoritarianism, red 
tape, irresponsibility, delays, conservatism and lack of communication between offices 
are the min mnifestations. Obviously, some officials have become diehard bureaucrats 
and have to be replaced as soon as possible, But the real problem is not how to 
replace bureaucrats with nonbureaucrats, because each official is from one point of 
view a devoted militant and from the other a bureaucrat, We have to struggle against 
the tendency to bureaucracy, not against bureaucrats, As the revolution progresses, 
this evil will gradwally be wiped out. 
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One could say that today bureaucracy is between the hammer and the anvil. ‘The hammer 
is the will expressed by the leadership to fight it, and the anvil is the people's 
level of education and political consciousness, which is continually rising. As the 
general level has gone up, the atmosphere today is very different from that fifteer 
years ago, say. The debates inside various organizations and in the party are much 
more lively and impassioned I would say and much ric er than before, But it is clear 
that no society can escape its shadow; the democracy operating in it is in proportinn 
to that society's level of historical development, that's to say economic, cultural 
and social development. We have many shadows, but the min thing is that we have set 
in place the institutions and set in play the mechanisms that will allow us to move 
forward, 


Part III 
OW150407 Hanoi VNA in English 0334 15 Mar 80 OW 


("Third installment" of interview with SRV journalist Neuyen Khac Vien by Medisedh 
Netherlands-Vietnam Committee published in VIETNAM COURIER] 


[Text] Hanoi, VNA, March 15--Question: You mentioned the level of social and economic 
development. On which level would you situate present-day Vietnam? 


Answer: Let's look at the economic level first. From this point of view, Vietnam is 
still an underdeveloped country, lagging behind the developed countries by twre indus- 
trial revolutions. The first industrial revolution was the one of simple mechanisation 
Which took place in Europe throughout the 19th Century and in the early 20th Century, 
and the second industrial revolution is the one that the developed countries have 
undergone during the last 30 years. In 1954, in newly-liberated North Vietnam, modern 
industry only accounted for 1.5 percent of the national economy. From 1955 to 1965, 
the first bases of national industry were constructed, only to be almost entirely 
destroyed by the American bombing of 1965. ‘The industry which was created in the 
South was entirely dependent on foreign companies, The great wealmess of our indus- 
try is therefore one of the weak points o/ the Vietnamese economy today. Here are 
Some relevant figures for 1979: 


-Food production: 13.7 million tons. 

-Steel production: 108,000 tons. 

-Coal output: 7.9 million tons, 

-Electricity: 4,200 million kilowatt-hours, 

-Cement: 1 million tons, 

-Cultivated area: 6.7 million hectares for over 50 million inhabitants. 


So when you talk about Vietnam, you have to ocnsider it both as a socialist country, 
with all the vossibilities that the establishment of socialist socioeconomic structures 
allows, and as an underdeveloped country, with all that that implies in terms of 
difficulties, or inherited problems, and of letters, Let us take for eximple, the 
problem of corrupted civil servants. Underdeveloped Vietnam cannot pay high enough 
salaries to its civil servants and a certain number of them who cannot mike ends meet 
accept br bes from time to time. But socialist Vietnam has no ministers, generals or 
top executives with fat bank accounts and private villas, who do business with 

national and international companies, as they do in capitalist countries. 
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Therefore corruption will disappear as the living standard rises, if sanctions are 
imposed against those who take bribes, and with well-conducted civic education, Legal 
sanctions are not the best weapon, as the culprits are too clever to allow themselves 
to be caught up in the rules and regulations, Firstly it is inside the party that 
political education should be undertaken, and political sanctions taken, even when 
there is insufficient legal evidence to bring someone to trial. Yet another instance 
of the party's vanguard role. Corruption will also disappear with the disappearance 

of corrupters, because as long as there is a stratum of traders and traffickers willing 
to grease the palms of officials, corruption will remain. So transformation of the 
relations of production is the best weapon, 


Question: Is transformation of the relations of production enough? 


Answer: Not at all, because we say that there is a threefold revolition to be carried 
out: in relations of ,»roduction, in culture and ideology, and in sclence and technology. 
Our party believes that in our country's case the scientific and technological revolu- 
tion is the key link, Socialism can't be built with primitive technology, low produc- 
tivity and a low standard of living. Neither is it built with what has been called 
"pre-industrial mentality." We are building an industrial and agricultural society 
with a high technical level, starting from a backward agricultural society, with people 
and cadres who are used to small-scale craftsmanship and agricultural production. 
Cadres who have been cultivating a little plot of land or commanding a batallion of 
partisans woke up to find themselves in charge of several hundred hectares, or an 
important factory. They have everything to learn and it is easy to see why mistakes 
were made. In time of war, economic rationality doesn't count for very much. When a 
bridge must be built, you don't calculate whether it's profitable, because troops and 
arms have to be brought through at any cost. In tradivional, pre-industrial society, 
technical know-how was not very important; skills were relatively simple and a leader 
chiefly needed moral and political authority. This criterion is no longer sufficient. 
Traditional society was self-sufficient, regions and even villazes could cultivate and 
manufacture everything they needed, There was no problem of coordination of local 
economies, nor, most importantly, of the submission of the local economy to the needs 
of the national economy. It was not so much decentralisation as autonomous s%cial 
units linked together very loosely. Little by little, Vietnamese society changed. 

Not only were socialist structures built but industrial bases were born, new techni- 
dues appeared, economy and society became much more complex, and brand-new problems of 
organization and management have arisen. We kmow which general direction to take and 
that is a great advantage, like navigating with a compass. But a compass is not enough; 
we need an accurate map to indicate the pitfalls to avoid. We have to draw this mp 
as we go along. We can learn a lot from other socialist coumtries. This has already 
spared us much fumbling, but the historical conditions are different from one country 
to another. We have continually to reassess how far we have come, ‘The successive 
wars in which we have been involved have hindered our party and people from concen- 
trating our efforts on this meditation about the concrete problems of economic and 
social construction, 


Question: Would it be true to say that the resolution of the 6th plenary of the 
Central Committee (in mid-1979) was a turning point in this respect? 


dw 
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Answer: Yes, inthe sense that the resolution modifies and fills in important gaps in 
the general line laid down by the 4th party congress in 1976; no, in the sense that it 
is definitely not a radical turn-about and doesn't turn its back on the old line. It 
tries above all te rectify certain practices inspired by a certain mentality, which is 
characterised by two basic aspects: utopianism and voluntarism, Utopians want to 
skip stages with no heed for reality, from there to the belief that human will by it- 
self can overcome all obstacles is only a short step. A short step too to the belief 
that those who don't think as you do are backward or reactionary. Anda short step to 
the economic errors which lead to artificial shortages and ivoidable conflicts, The 
food shortage and the lack of consumer goods, which were caused by the long years of 
war and the natural disasters, were aggravated by such errors. Added to that was the 
fact that the 1976-1980 five-year plan was drawn up before the danger of war was clear. 
So the resolution of the 6th plenary aims to: 

-Modify certain plan targets in view of the current situation, building the economy 
While taking account of the needs of mational defence. 

-Elaborate the basic characteristics of the present stage in order to rectify certain 
utopian or voluntarist practices, 

-Struggle against corruption, bureaucracy and other negative phenomena. 


Question: what are the resolution's most important points in the economic domain? 


Answer: Firstly, to fight against the tendency which seeks to bring all sectors under 
state control, irrespective of profitability. The resolution states that the national 
economy in the present stage is mde up of different sectors: state, cooperative, 
individual, and, in the South, capitalist and mixed (joint state-private). Although 
the state sector plays the leading role, the contribution of other sectors should not be 
underestimated, and in particular individual production should not be treated as 
"condemnable." The main criterion for setting up an enterprise in whatever sector 
should be profitability. There is no chance that capitalism will rear its head again 
in the present conditions of Vietnam, Individual and family production do not neces- 
sarily lead to capitalism, One should always respect the principle that the form of 
organization of an enterprise should be determined according to the following three 
considerations: 


-The existence of a minimum mterial and technical basis. 
-Compe tent cadres with the necessary moral authority. 
-The understanding and support of the people. 


The last point is especially important for forming agricultural cooperatives. There 
must be a preliminary stage of thorough-going explanation among the masses, of train- 
ing skilled management, and a minimum of equipment before a cooperative is actually 
set up. Many cadres have tried to go too fast and the cooperatives they have set up 
have failed. It has been necessary to put the braies on, not to slow down the co- 
operativsation movement but to check the impatience of those who want to skip certain 
steps. 


Question: Is there the same problem in the North where cooperatives have already been 
set up? 


u3 
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Answer: Obviously, in the South the idea of cooperatives is a new one, middle peasants 
are more numerous than they were in the North, trained personnel is lacking, and this 
impatience has led to negative results which have to be rectified, But the problem is 
also there in the North: in some cases people have tried to go too fast and set up 
cooperatives which were too large for the equipment available and the managerial abil- 
ity of the present cadres. In the North other errors have had to be corrected. During 
the war years, in order to assure a minimm ration for everybody, particularly families 
With children in the army, war invalids and the sick, there was an egalitarian distri- 
bution of food; everyone received a fixed quantity per month, however much work they 
had put in, ‘This mode of distribution doesn't stimulate productivity and able-bodied 
people sometimes refused to work for the cooperative in order to spend time on more 
lucrative occupations. The new regulations stipulate that after a portion has been 
taken aside for the truly needy, the share of each member will be strictly calculated 
according to work done, There is another amendment to the regulations: certain land 
left fallow by the cooperative for a few months in thedry season can be talen over in 
small parcels by families willing to cultivate it. Individual peasants, like coopera- 
tives, having mde the required deliveries to the state, are free to sell the surplus 
either on the free mrket or to the state. The price is not fixed in advance, but is 
to be negotiated at the time of sale. These measures will permit the individual 
labour of the peasants to complement the stock of food and other products on the mr- 
ket. So also with the lifting of certain restrictions with respect to handicrafts, 
small industry and small trading permit some improvements in the production and dis- 
tribution of goods, 


Question: The expression "to boost production" is often heard these days. Will this 
set of measures affecting smill production be able to push the economy forward in a 
decisive way? 


Answer: I don't think so. Small production does mike an indispensable contribution, 
but not a decisive one. The decisive factor is the profitability of the large wits, 
tirt is to say the state enterprises and cooperatives, Not only do these two sectors 
lack raw materials ani equipment, but they are not yet able to use the equipment and 
materials they do have to the fullest. This is due to several factors: 


-Management which is often too rigid and hinders operations, bridles initiative and 
Slows down decisionm king. 

-Unsuitable w ik norms, pay scales and bonuses, Political mbilisation is used too 

often, rather than precise calculation of productivity and work norms, 

-Leading cadres often lack the necessary level of technical or managerial training. 

Some have even degenerated to become abusers of power or minor despots. 


So we have to implement a whole series of reforms, giving more autonomy to enterprises 
by making the regulations more flexible, working out a new system of norms, pay scales 
and management guidelines, We have to mie sure that personnel are given refresher 
courses and that the obviously incompetent or corrupt ones are replaced. Many prices 
and taxes have to be revised, accepting the continued existence of the free market for 
@ long time to come, All this has to be done, we mustn't forget, at the same time as 
great efforts in national defence [as received] and while we have to give substantial 
aid to Laos and Kampuchea (greatly benefitting at the same time from their support 
and cooperation). 
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Question: This is a set of measures of varying importance affecting a number of areas 
of the economy. Isn't it a radical change in economic policy? 


Answer: As I've already said, these reforms are to fill in gaps in the general line 
laid down by the 4th congress, without being a change of orientation, This general 
line of building socialism is la‘d down for a whole historical period, but the histori- 
cal evolution it represents is ma.‘ked by different stages, and economic policy has to 
be adapted to the characteristics of each stage. Although the general line remins 

the same, the practical ways in which it is applied need to be modified from stage to 
stage. We are moving from an underdeveloped economy to one of large-scale socialist 
production, This period, called a period of transition, stretches over many years, dur- 
ing which the socioeconomic structures change at the same time as the level of compe- 
tence and ways of thinking. 


Today, our lives are undergoing thorough social change. Over many years, we have first 
of all transformed the relations of production and then created new material and tech- 
nical bases. Society today is nothing like the one we kmew fifteen years ago. We have 
to change all our styles of work, management and even thought. A new generation has been 
born and is being brought up in our schools. lbven the relationships between parents 

and children, relationships, within the village, have changed. That's why, besides 

the economic reforms, we have to lead a series of reforms in other fields during the 
1980's particularly in education, 


Question: What is the purpose of the educational reform? Isn't your present teaching 
system already a great success? 


Answer: It's true that one of the greatest fruits of our revolution has been the 
establishment of an educational system at all levels, so that every child wider 15 

may attend school, Im general education alone, the number of pupils has risen from 
10.3 million at the end of 1975 to 12,8 million in 1979. ‘his is in spite of all our 
material difficulties. But since society has changed, the system has to be completely 
reformed, The reform is already being worked out and our education will in future 
years be composed of the following stages: 


--0 to 3 years--creches run by the National Committee for Protection of Mother and 
Child which has the status of a ministry. 

--3 to 6 years, nursery schools, 

--6 to 15 years, nine years of basic education. 

--15 to 18 years, about 30% of stujents will go on to secondary schools. 

--at 15, the other students will continue in vocational schools or work-and-study 
schools, 


In work-and-stuiy schools, half the day will be devoted to productive work and the 
other half to studying. After a few years, these schools should become self-financing 
and require no further financial assistance from the state. This system has already 
been tried out in all the districts and we think it will enable us to give secondary 
education to all young people by the end of the 1980's, ‘The specialised services are 
working with the experimental schools to give the finishing touches to new textbooks 
and new teaching methods, in -erder to mie teaching more alive and closer to social 
life. It must be admitted that the teaching methods being used at present are cld- 
fashioned. There is a lot of innovation to be done in this field, 
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Question: You have mentioned considerable difficulties, and the complexity of the 
problems to be solved, Do you think that your people and your party will manage to 
overcome them? 


Answer: Oertainly, our advance is uncertain and we have to move in small steps, but 
the route that has been charted is a good one. Our people are hard-working and aware 
of their responsibilities, Our party is experienced and when it mikes mistakes it has 
the courage to repair them with self-criticism, This is another aspect of its great 
strength, But not everything depends on us. Whether socialism is built with ease or 
with difficulty in our country depends not only on our ow efforts, but also on the 
unfolding of our international relations. 


Part IV 
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("Fourth installment" of interview with SRV journalist Nguyen Khac Vien by Medisedh- 
Netherlands-Vietnam Committee, published in VIETNAM COURIER] 


{Text ] Hanoi, VNA, March 1 e@ 
2. Foreign Poiicy 


Question: World public opinion at the moment is focused on the question of Kampuchea 
and particularly on Vietnam-Kampuchea relations, How can one assess the situation in 
that country? 


Answer: ‘The Government of the People's Republic of Kampuchea is in complete control 

of the situation there. One year after liberation it can be affirmed that the rebirth 
of this coumtry which was literally disintegrated by four years of Pol Pot rule is an 
undeniable fact. Six hundred and fifty thousand hectares of land have been brought back 
under cultivation and the first harvest has already been gathered, Together with inter- 
national aid, which is becoming larger and better distributed, this has averted the 
threat of famine, Though there are still serdous problems in the food supply, this 
does not alter the fact that the alarmist reports which appear so frequently in the 
Western press have more to do with psychological warfare than with news. In Kampuchea 
as a whole, 700,000 children are already attending school, 40,000 in the capital Phnom 
Penh alone; about 15,000 teachers are teaching again; the school of medicine and phar- 
macy has reopened with 728 students. Forty mmjor enterprises are back in operation, 
Throughout the coutry, new provincial and village administrations are being set up, 

the regular army and the people's militia of the new government are ensuring the inhabi- 
tants' security. The National United Front for the Salvation of Kampuchea KNUPNS and 
the government broadening out gradually, taking in members of the former Sthanouk 
government or of the royal family, intellectuals who have survived the mssacre, 
[sentence as received] A currency will be issued very soon, ‘The situation has become 
irreversible, in the sense that no force in the world is any longer capable of putting 
agents of Beijing or any other pewer back in the saddle in Phnom Penh, 


Question: Where does the Heng Samrin government's strength come from? In the West 


it is often claimed that this regime is only held up by the support of the Vietnamese 
forces, 


Ub 
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Answer: The Pol Pot regime, barbaric as it was, was unable to prevent the creation of 
@ resistance, which began as early as 1975. ‘Though forcibly repressed, this resis- 
tance nevertheless managed in about mid-1978 to form itself into a solid organization, 
notably among officers and political cadres of the army. President Heng Samrin is 
himself one of these officers of the Pol Pot army who realised that Pol Pot's politi- 
Cal line was leading the country straight into total extermination, Then the National 
United Front for the Salvation of Kampuchea KNUFNS was set up and the present government 
Was formed from this organization, ‘The base of the Heng Samrin vernment is this vast 
Opposition to Pol Pot's reign of terror, it is the grim determination of the whole 
population never again to let the agents of Beijing and the imperialist powers return 
to power, for that would mean a new massacre followed by another war against Vietnan, 
The consolidation of the present government means peace and the possibility of rapid 
regrowth for the country. ‘Tie Khmer Rouge, the Khmer Serei, and politicians lile 
Sihanouk or Son Sann who want to return to power with Chinese and American help are 

all going contrary to this profound aspiration of the Kampuchean people. A few years 
Of peace and Kampuchea will soon regain its vitality. It is a rich cowmtry which, 

with its 2.5 million hectares of fertile arable land, its favourable climte and the 
excellent fishing in its rivers and lakes, easily manages to feed its population under 
normal conditions, We think that if peace and security are mintained, Kampuchea will 
become self-sufficient in food sooner than Vietnam, 


Question: Why are Vietnamese troops still stationed in Kampuchea? And how long will 
they stay? 


Answer: The Vietnamese foroes came firstly to pursue the [vl Pot troops who had 
attacked Vietnam, and then at the request of the KNUFNS to help to save the Kampuchean 
people from genocide. Now the routed Pol Pot troops have regrouped in Thailand, were 
they are fed and equipped by Beijing. Pro-American forces, the Khmer Serei are also 
based in Thailand, The Ehmer Rouge and Khmer Serei are recruiting among the refugees, and 
combine to form a real counterrevolutionary army, which Beijing and Washington are 
trying to get back into the country in order to wnleash civil war and overthrow the 
government of the People's Republic of Kampuchea. This government, which is in the 
process of consolidating itself, asked for help from Vietnam and an agreement was 
signed in February 1979 between the two governments, Under the terms of this agreement, 
Vietnamese troops will stay in the country until the day when the Kampuchean Government 
asks them to withdraw. The day when the Kampuchean Government will be capable by 
itself of resisting the threat of the pro-(hinese and pro-American forces, it will ask 
the Vietnamese forces to leave. All the Vietnamese hope fervently that this day will 
come as soon as possible. Vietnamese troops will not stay a day longer. But as long 
as the Kampuchean Government has not mde this request, no force in the world can 
Oblige them to withdraw. Certain governments have pressurized Vietnam by cutting off 
economic aid. China is threatening to mke war on us, Vietnam will accept any hard- 
ship and sacrifice to keep its commitments to the Kampuchean people. 


Question: Why such stubbornness? Hasn't Vietnam had enough of war? And isn't aid 
to Kampuchea a very heavy burden? 
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Answer: Vietnam has to send to Kampuchea troops, workers, technicians, doctors and 
specialists in a variety of fields, to help our Kampuchean friends defend and rebuild 
their country. The Pol Pot men destroyed even families! crockery, even school station- 
ery. We have had to send foodstuffs, medicines, cooking utensils, exercise books, pens 
and pencils, although our people also suffer serious shortages of food and goods, Our 
government has no difficulty convincing the Vietnamese people to mie these sacrifices, 
because for every Vietnamese person, to defend Kampuchea and help it to rebuild is to 
defend and help Vietnam itself. Imagine if Germany was threatening Holland and Belgium, 
wouldn't it be natural for the French to come to the rescue of these two countries? 
Geography and history have woven close links between the three Indoghinese countries; 
Vietnam, Kampuchea and Laos, and they have been obliged to form a common front against 
foreign aggression. 


Question: It is said that, on the contrary, the Vietnamese and Kampuchean peoples are 
motivated rather by age-old feelings of mutual hostility. 


Answer: It is true that in past centuries the Vietnamese and Kampuchean monarchs were 
often at war. In the 13th Century, an Angkor king tried on two occasions to invade 
Vietnam, then from the 17th Century onwards, Vietnamese kings invaded Kampuchea repeat- 
edly and annexed the lower part of the Mekong Delta. But if one goes back through the 
centuries, it was the Thais- (formerly called the Siamese) who destroyed the Angkor 
Empire, and not the Vietnamese and the last annexation of Kampuchean territory by the 
Thais was not in the 17th Century, but in 1940 when with Japanese support they took from 
Kampuchea vast areas of Battambang, Stung Treng and Kompong Thon provinces, Neither 
the mass media of Beijing, nor those of the West mention this age-old hatred between 
Kampucheans and Thais, When this ancient hostility between Vietnamese and Kampucheans 
is evoked and when attempts are mde to keep it going and worsen it, this is for pre- 
cise political objectives. Another historical trend which has developed since the 
colonial comuest is forgotten, or deliberately ignored, The militant solidarity 
between the Vietnamese and Kampuchean peoples in opposition to colonialism for the re- 
conquest of their independence. [sentence as received] 


Question: Would you please give us an idea of this militant solidarity? 


Answer: In 1862 the French occupied the three eastern provinces of the lower Mekong 
Delta, which were part of Vietnam, From this base, they moved up the Mekong and a year 
later in 1863 occupied Phnom Penh, So a foreign power which occupies Saigon will 
sooner or later take Phnom Penh, and vice versa. With the era of Western colonial 
expansion, the fate of the peoples of the three Indochinese countries became linked, 
In 1884, a few months after having completed their conquest of Vietnam, the French 
imposed a treaty of complete protectorate on Vietnam and Kampuchea. In 1893 Laos was 
in turn sub jected and the French then created so-called French Indochina, with a 
unified administration, the government of all Indochina, From 1864 there were Kampu- 
Chean patriots, such as Achar Soa or Pokambo, who coordinated their activities with 
Vietnamese patriots. In 1930, in: order to struggle against the government of all 
Indochina, communists of the three countries founded the Indochinese Communist Party, 
calling on the three peoples to unite and fight French colonialism. Colonialism did 
its best to divide the three peoples; French administrators ané historians did their 
best to exacerbate the hatred between Vietnamese and Kampucheans. Among these two 
peoples there were two tendencies: 
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-True patriots and progressives who mde a call for solidarity and unity in the anti- 
colonial struggle and for cooperation to build a better society. 
-Reactionaries who tried to revive past hatred. 


During the war of liberatinn against the French forces, from 1945 to 1954}.[sentence 

as received] Kampuchean patriots oreated a national liberation front and called for 
the aid of Vietnamese troops. So Vietnamese and Kampuchean patriots fought side by 
Side for many years, yet the Vietnamese forces withdrew as soon as the French colonial- 
ists retreated from Kampuchea. From 1954 to 1970, the Sihanouk government succeeded 

in maintaining its independence and neutrality, but in 1970 Sihanouk was overthrow by 
the pro-American government of Lon Nol, and in order to resist the American and pro- 
American forces, Sihanouk called for Vietnamese troops, Once again, the Vietnamese 
came to fight side by side with the Khmer resistants, only to withdraw straight away.... 


In 1975 after the liberation of Phnom Penh, [sentence as received] So it is not the 
first time that Kampuchean patriots have called for Vietnamese help. 


Question: What is Sihanouk's attitude to this question? 


Answer: Sihanouk is a complex and changeable person, On the one hand he is a feudal- 

ist and a paternal despet wielding a completely personal power, on the other he is on 
Occasion a patriot. According to the circumstances one side or the other may dominate, 
Until 1953 he found little difficulty in accepting the French protectorate and then 
Japanese domination, and then French tutelage again. The armed resistance against the 
French from 1945 to 1954 worried Sihanouk as much as it did the French. In 1953, to check 
the resistance, the French signed an agreement which restored independence to Kampuchea, 
giving power to Sihanouk, who was there and then proclaimed as a great patriot who had 
Seized independence from the hands of the French, 


From 1954 to 1975, Sihanouk did recogrise that the great enemy of Kampuchea was American 
imperialism, which had already taken hold of South Vietnam and part of Iaos, and that he 
Could count on Vietnam to resist the American domination, He had enough lucidity to 

see that the Americans could not win in Indochina, but he lacked the courage to refuse 
in 1969 the renewal of minly American military aid, He also refused to democratise 
political life in the country, concentrating all power in his ow hands, Though his 
political cleverness allowed the country to keep its neutrality until 1970, his mis- 
takes opened up the way for the maneuvers of the pro-American groups and led to the 
coup d'etat of March 1970. From 1970 to 1975 he lived in Beijing; from 1975 to 1979 

he was the prisoner of Pol Pot, then exiled himself to Beijing again. Since 1970 he 
has had practically no contact with the Kampuchean people, for whom the most impor- 
tant thing today is to oppose the return of the pro-Chinése forces, whether they are led 
by Pol Pot or Khieu Samphan or Sihanouk, I think that the collusion between Beijing 
and Washington has deeply impressed him and led him to think that the revolutiomry 
movement of the Indochinese peoples would never be able to defeat such a mssive force, 
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In any case, all those in Kampuchea who seek foreign help to try and oppose the present 
government are doomed to failure. In face of the Chinese threat today, the Indochinese 
peoples are more united and stronger than ever. ‘This alliance of the patriotic 

and revolutionary forces of the three countries, which began with the struggle against 
French colonialism, and was consolidated during the common struggle against the 
Americans, has emerged victorious and strengthened after the victory against the pro- 
Chinese Pol Pot regime. The patriotic and revolutionary movement in Kampuchea has 
suffered considerable losses, the great majority of its militants having been mssacred, 
but from among the people and above all from the young people who suffered tremendously 
under Pol Pot, new forces, new activists are emerging, who are determined to rebuild 
their country. ‘The results achieved during the first year of the regime prove that one 
Gan have confidence in then, 


Question: How can one explain what happened in Kampuchea under Pol Pot? 


Answer: Pol Pot's politics have two principal aspects: genocide at home, and war to 
the death against Vietnam in foreign policy. Two factors came together to cause this: 
firstly the Pol Pot-Ieng Sary-Khieu Samphan group's own political line, and secondly 
Beijing's projects. Briefly, it could be said that the Pol Pot group is mde up of 
adventurists with a mixture of ideas, leftist and nationalist, often lunatic, The 
political support and mterial aid of Beijing unfortunately gave them the means to put 
their diastrous programme into action. This group dreamed of: 


-Reforming the great Angkor empire, taking back from Vietnam the entire lower Mekong 
Delta, including Ho Chi Minh City. 

-Carrying out a radical revolution, suppressing in the mst brutal way everything 
which they believed to be the curses of the old society (money, commerce, the arts, 
Yeligion, science, etc.), which led to the mssacre of intellectuals, Buddhist monks, 
artists and even sportsmen, 


To realise these visions they had to raise a large army and force the entire population 
to work day and night on huge projects, mostly irrigation; anyone who opposed this 

crazy policy was mercilessly done to death, For Beijing, the Pol Pot clique was an 
instrument for attacking Vietnam from the south and thus facilitating a Chinese attack 
on the northern border. A firm hold over the Pol Pot regime plus the crushing of Viet- 
Nam would allow Beijing to establish its domination over the whole of Indochina, and 
then to advance towards all Southeast Asia where 20 million Chinese already hold impor- 
tant economic positions. In 1975 Pol Pot possessed 6 divisions of 5-6,000 men each, 
with no artillery, armour nor aircraft. Beijing furnished arms and advisers to bring 
this army up to 23 divisions, providing it with heavy armaments and aeroplanes. One oan 
See why from May 1975 Pol Pot began to launch the first attacks on Vietnam and why for 
four years he consistently refused all offers of negotiation made by the Vietnamese. 
Certain of Chinese support, he believed he could defeat Vietnam, The events of January 
1979 are easy to explain: In December 1978 after the great floods which had revaged 
our country, Beijing thought that Vietnam was completely worn out and set the Pol Pot 
troops at the attack, while Chinese troops were being concentrated at Vietnam's northern 
border. The Pol Pot attack would oblige the Vietnamese forces to look ® the south and 
Give Beijing a pretext to attack Vietnam on the northern border. Deng Xiaoping received 
Washington's sanction for this, Both Beijing and Washington wnderestinmated the strength 
of internal opposition to Pol Pot ami the vitality of the Vietnamese revolutionary 
movement. 
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Question: Now it is this vitality of the Vietnamese that worries many people in Southeast 
Asia, according to some Western newspapers anyway, It could lead one to imagine the 
Vietnamese army invading in turn Thailand, Malaysia, 


Answer; Southeast Asia is a vast region of 300 million inhabitants which today produces 
100 million tons of crude oil, considerable quantities of tin, rubber, tropical woods, 
vegetable oil, etc, The oil reserves are very large, Where do these raw materials go? 

To Japan, to the USA, to Western Europe, Japanese, American and European multinational 
companies have installed many enterprises in Southeast Asia; many Southeast Asian cities 
are places of cheap entertainment for millions of Europeans, Japanese and Americans, From 
the cultural point of view, the region is submerged by films and other products of the 
West and Japan, In the middle of this highly-integrated neo-colonial system, there are 
Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea who refuse to be drawn in, they're the spanner in the works 
Which risks snarling up the whole machine, Geographically, Indochina is necessarily on 

the route of any expansionist attempt by Beijing in the direction of Southeast Asia, one 
can see why the Washington Beijing axis is concentrating its attacks on the Indochinese 
countries, especially Vietnam, The virulence of the Chinese and Western mass media towards 
us does not surprise us, In fact the real burden on the economic and cultural life of 

this region is neowcolonial domination, What threatens these countries is the expansionist 
politics of Beijing. An independent Indochina which can check the manoeuvres and aggres- 
Sion of the Washington Beijing axis can only be a source of support for the other Southeast 
Asian peoples to thrc. off the neo-colonial yoke, and avert the threat of Chinese domination, 


Question: How can one precisely define Vietnam's policy towards the ASEAN countries? 


Answer; Vietnam and the ASEAN countries have vital interests in common: to defend 
national independence and safeguard peace, Vietnam has no interest in provoking cone 
flicts with the ASEAN countries or in interfering in their internal affairs; it has 
enough enemies without creating new ones, Vietnam is therefore ready to enter into 
friendly economic and cultural relations with these countries, on the basis o: mitual 
respect for the independence and sovereignty of each side, Vietnam is ready to enter 
into bilateral talks with each ASEAN country and to participate in regional discussions. 
We will do everything in our power to improve our relations with these countries; but 
we think that actions like the attempts to revive the SEATO military pact or to bring 
back the American forces of intervention to Thailand are highly dangerous for peace in 
the whole sector, Thailand has no interest in unconditionally supporting the politics 
of the Washington Beijing axis or in letting its territory be used as a base for the 
Kampuchean and Lao counter-revolutionary forces maintained by Beijing and Washington, 
Certain circles of businessmen or military and political circles closely linked to 
Washington are trying to poison these countries! relations with Vietnam, but we think 
that the great majority of the peoples of this region would support a policy of peaceful 
co-mwoperative relations with our country, For us the most real danger is Beijing's 
expansionism, combined with a permanent threat, the neo-colonialism of the great 
capitalist powers, especially the USA. Against these enemies, the Southeast Asian 
peoples are our natural allies, so as to speak, 


$\ 
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Question; Some would reproach you for your alliance with the Soviet Union, your member. 
Ship of COMECON, Perhaps China would not have attacked you... 


Answer: Imperial China attacked us frequently over the centuries, France attacked us 

in the 19th century although the Soviet Union did not yet exist, The USA attacked us 
although we had not yet signed a treaty of friendship and co-operation with the USSR 

and were not yet in COMECON, Our alliance with the USSR and our membership of COMECON 
are the logical and necessary consequences of the general line which our people and our 
party have followed for the last 50 years. In the long and arduous struggle that we 

have been leading against the imperialist and reactionary forces, the revolutionary 

and progressive forces of the entire world have been our most precious allies, The 
Soviet Union has since its birth constituted the strongest support for the liberation 
movements of colonised peoples. Today, not only for Vietnam, but also for Cuba, for 
Angola, for Afghanistan, and for all the other peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America, 
the existence of the Soviet Union and other industrially developed socialist countries 
allows underdeveloped countries like Vietnam to skip the stage of capitalist development 
and go directly to socialism, Material and technical aid and economic and scientific 
coOmoperation with the developed socialist countries are decisive factors for the moderni- 
sation of our economy, We entertain economic relations with many capitalist countries, 
but these economic relations are subject to the fluctuations of the market and to the 
more or less hostile policy of the governments, It is only in promoting organic coe 
operation with the developed socialist countries that we can build up our economy, The 
treaty of friendship and co-operation with the USSR and our membership of COMECON have 
therefore reinforced our national independence, politically as well as economically, 
These links don't prevent us from having the most friendly relations with other countries 
like India, Algeria, Mexico, etc, 


Part V 
0W151703 Hanoi VNA in English 1449 GMT 15 Mar 80 W 


("Fifth and last installment" of interview with SRV journalist Nguyen Khac Vien by 
Medisedh Netherlands -Vietnam Committee, published in VIETNAM COURIER] 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 15=Question: Is this an abandonment of the former policy of 
maintaining a balance which Vietnam followed for many years, remaining linked to both 
the USSR and China? 


Answer; Between the two partners, China and Vietnam, which is it that has changed "in 
its hearts and in its guts", as we say in Vietnamese? As long as the Beijing government 
was following a policy of anti-imperialism in foreign affairs and a policy of real aid 

to our country, we had fraternal relations with China, just as we did with the Soviet 
Union, We hoped for a long time that the disagreements between the two big socialist 
countries would eventually be settled, Unfortunately, the Chinese leaders gradually 
moved on to a policy of collusion with imperialism on the one hand, and on the other hand 
hostility followed by aggression towards us and towards the socialist countries and the 
progressive forces of the whole world, So we can't stay halfway between the Chinese 

and Soviet positions, 
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Quite independently, we took up a position which accords with our national interests 
and with those of the world revolutionary movement, a position which is in contra- 
diction with that of Beijing, not because the latter is Shinese, but because it is 
reactionary. Let's look at the facts. In 1971, the Beijing leaders, with Mao Zedong, 
opposed the liberation of Bangladesh, taking sides with the reactionaries of Pakistan 
who were massacring the Bangladeshi patriots. The same year, they let the Vietnamese 
leaders know that China would like to see the Vietnamese give up the struggle to 
liberate the south of our country. In 1972, at the time of Nixon's visit to Beijing, 
the bargaining became apparent. Beijing was to pressurize the Vietnamese to abandon 
the liberation of the south of their country, while Washington committed itself to 
aiding China in other fields. 1973 saw Beijing's support for Pinochet against the 
Chilean patriots and democrats and Beijing's hostility towards the Paris agreement 
which stipulated the retreat of the American troops from Indochina. 1974 saw the 
Chinese attack on the South Vietnamese Paracel Islands, with the assent of the 
American command. In 1975 as we have seen, Beijing launched Pol Pot against Vietnam 
in order to prepare its own attack on our country. During all this time, from Angola 
to Iran, everywhere Beijing and Washington were working hand in hand. Now in early 
1980 the Washington-Beijing axis is making great efforts to try and take its revenge 
after all the defeats it has suffered in Kampuchea, in Iran, in Nicaragua and in 
Afghanistan. The visit of the American defense secretary to China has sanctioned this 
implicit military alliance which has already been in force between the two countries. 
And in his message on the state of the union at the [beginning] of this year, Jimmy 
Carter underlined the importance of this China-U.S. alliance for Washington's policy 
in Asia and in the world. The projects to install new missiles in Western Europe, to 
deploy the American fleet in the Indian Ocean, the establishment of new American 
interventionist forces, Carter's violently anti-Soviet line, all show to what extent 
this alliance between Washington and Beijing has affected the policies of both these 
countries in a reactionary and war-like direction. With Chinese complicity, Washington 
believes itself able to realise the dream it has long cherished to encircle the Soviet 
Union from both the east and the west (with NATO). With American aid, the Beijing 
leaders believe they can modernise rapidly and as a priority their armed forces, the 
instrument of expansion. Great threats loom for world peace. We are back to the 
period of the cold war. 


Question; Some think that the Beijing leaders are still, however, revolutionaries and 
that their alliance with Washington is only a tactical one, 


Answer; A revolutionary power can follow a policy of temporary compromise with 
imperialism in order to avoid adventurism, but not a policy of systematic alliance in 
every domain, as the leaders in Beijing are doing today. Communists in same country or 
other can formulate reserves or criticisms of certain aspects of the policies of other 
countries, but not affirm that these countries are the bitterest enemies of humanity, 
the first to be struggled against, who must be punished. This soyt of foreign policy 
is a truly reactionary one, there is nothing communist about it and it is indicative 
of home policy too. Many changes have taken place, deeply transforming the character 
of the leadership of the Chinese Communist Paity and government. That is a reality to 
which one cannot shut one's eyes. 
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For all those who have for many years placed their hopes in the Chinese revolution it 
is a bitter realization, for us Vietnamese it has been heart-breaking to see former 
comrades and brothers change into enemies, and what enemies. We could not believe our 
eyes when we took back the towns and villages occupied by Chinese troops during their 
attack of February-March 1979. When they retreated, they had specialist teams destroy 
@il the economic installations, schools, hospitals, creches, building by building, 
including even historical monuments. The result is that four towns and 320 villages 
have been destroyed, along with 735 schools (out of 904) razed to the ground, 428 hos- 
pitals and health stations, a whole mining complex, 41 big farms and lumber sites. 
This month-long occupation brought back sad memories of the 1945 ocoupation by the 
troops of Jiang Jieshi (Chiang Kai-Shek). There have definitely been deep changes in 
China. 


Question; How do you explain these changes? How can communists become reactionaries, 
aS you claim they have? The leaders at any rate. 


Answer; It is not enough for a person or a group to claim to be communist for it to 
really be so. A party is formed which declares itself communist, people join, this 
party and its member nevertheless remain tied to a whole social context, they operate 
in given historical circumstances, come under various influences, and may become truly 
communist or deviate along other paths. The Chinese Communist Party, which was founded 
in 1921 by fifty or so intellectuals, was operating in a country where the industrial 
working class counted for less than one per cent of the population. It had begun to 
build up a working class base and recruit among urban intellectuals, but from 1927 on- 
wards it was forced by Jiang Jieshi to flee to the countryside, so for the 22 years 
until its return to Beijing it had been operating solely in the countryside, entirely 
out off from urban society and virtually without international relations. That's why, 
in spite of its Marxist declarations of faith, its leaders and activists found it hard 
to avoid the imprint of their peasant surroundings and traditional ideas. Its history 
from 1927 to 1945 and even in later years resembles the history of peasant insur- 
rectionary movements of past centuries much more than it does the history of a modern 
revolutionary movement. The peasants! anti-imperialist and anti-feudal fighting spirit 
became diverted to counter-revolutionary aims. In spite of prolonged internal struggle, 
the truly communist elements in the party were submerged and little by little eliminated. 
Marxist doctrine gave way to a Special ideology dominated by two powerful ideas which 
had always motivated Chinese peasant movements in the past: a peasant Utopianism which 
wanted to build an egalitarian society immediately, and the re-creation of the great 
old imperial China. In the second stage, once the foreign imperialists had been ex- 
cluded from China, the peasant utopianism lost its foothold and the establishment of 

a militarist bureaucracy led to the predominance of the idea of an empire. What was 
communist disappeared and what emerged was only nationalism, To be a nationalist in 
China always means to think of restoring the grandeur of the Middle Kingdom which 
dominated Asia for 20 centuries. Mao Zedong, at the beginning principally a peasant 
utopian, ended up with the character of a emperor on top. As for Deng Xiaoping, he is 
the representative of the militarist bureaucracy which is resolved to build a powerful . 
China, ready to make alliances with anyone, without worrying about any revolutionary 
principle. (What does it matter if the cat's white or black so long as it catches 
mice.) For Mao and Deng alike, to modernise the country means first to acquire inter- 
continental missiles, atom bombs and other ultra-modern armaments so that China can set 
itself up as a great power, and aS s00n as possible as the greatest world power. 
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Question; ‘™n the face of the Washington-Beijing axis, isn't Vietnam's position parti- 
cularly difficult? 


Answer; We don't hide the difficulties. But as we say in Vietnam, Beijing and 
Washington may Sleep in the same bed, but each has its own dreams. Washington is 
looking for a market, raw materials and Chinese mercenaries to fight the USSR and the 
Asian revolutionary movements; Beijing is looking for American aid to increase its own 
power, while at the same time pushing the USA to war against the USSR, which would be 
China's opportunity to rise from the ruins of the two greats as the world's most power- 
ful nation. From 1972 to 1975 we fought the military might of America with Beijing's 
political support; today we face tl.e threat of an eventual armed aggression by China, 
which enjoys the support of Washington. But the Washington-Beijing alliance is rent 
by contradictions. We won in 1975 and again in 1979. 


Question; Why do those who would like to turn China into a great power ct prefer an 
alliance with the USSR? 


iAmswer; China is a great power. That can imply absolutely opposite orientations. It 
could mean a socialist China where the principal objective is the satisfaction of the 
people's material and cultural needs; or a domineering, imperial China. An alliance 
with the Soviet Union would be conducive to uevelopment within China and the Chinese 
Communist party, the rise of forces opposed to the power-crazed militarist bureaucracy 
and to the imperial despotism of Mao Zedong. That's the reason for the furious anti- 
Sovietism of these chauvinist and traditionalist forces, as an alliance with the Soviet 
Union would jeopardize their power inside the country. In other words, it is inside 
China that the game was eventually played out. For the moment, the authentic revo- 
lutionary forces have lost out, yet a return to imperial China is impossible. This 
dream of a new Middle Kingdom right in the twentieth century is completely contrary to 
the real aspirations of the Chinese people and those of the peoples of the whole world; 
it is a deliberate sacrifice of the welfare of the Chinese people and endangers world 
peace. This wholly anachronistic policy cannot last. Without minimising at all the 
great difficulties we have to confront, we are entering into struggle against this 
imperial policy certain of being able to resist it victoriously. 


Question; How would you assess the present sicuation between China and Vietnam? 


Answer; Large numbers of Chinese troops are being concentrated at our northern border. 
Every day commandos make incursions int. our territory, carrying out sabotage, kid- 
napping or assassinating local people und officials. Politically, as either side of 
the border is inhabited by the same moiitagnard ethnic groups, Nung,Hmong, Zao..., the 
Chinese authorities are trying to regroup these peoples in order to set them against 
our government. On the sea, from the border down to Da Nang, Chinese Naval units pro- 
voke incidents from time to time. At the negotiating table, we have made concrete 
proposals: the withdrawal of troops to a fair .istance either side of the irontier, 
establishment of a demilitarised zone with a jvint control commission, negotiation on 
the recommencement of normal relations between the two countries. The Beijing side has 
laid down the precondition that the Vietnamese Government change its policy towards 
Kampuchea and the Soviet Union and recognise Chinese soverignty over the Hoang Sa 
Islands (Fraracels). 
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It's not a negotiating point, it's a dictation, and it's not for China to (dlictate our 
foreign policy. The Chinese leaders have spoken openly on several occasions of inflicting 
a second punishment upon Vietnam. We are obliged to hold ourselves ready for any event- 
uality. Let us not forget either that Beijing is putting very strong military pressure 

at the Laos-China border, and that all the former partisans and mercenaries of the various 
old pro-American parties have regrouped in China. Attempts at subversion of the present 
Lao Government are being made in parallel with this military pressure at the borders; the 
possibility of an attack against Laos should not be ignored. As at the time of the fight 
against French and American imperialism, Vietnam and Laos have to co-ordinate their efforts. 
Laos has only 3 million inhabitants in an extensive territory with very long frontiers; 
the Lao Government called on Vietnamese forces to help it defend itself, for Vietnamese 
fighters and technicians. To defend Laos. and aid it in the economic and technical 
fields, is to defend and aid Vietnam itself, In ‘he present conditions our policy is to: 


-Seek to negotiate, letting escape no opportunity to fini a peaceful solution, accepting 
any compromise so long as it does not sacrifice our independence and sovereignty. We did 
this in 1946 and 1954 with France and in 1973 with the U.S.A. 


If cambat is forced upon us, we shall take up the challenge and fight to the end for our 
independence and freedom. Either they will notice in Beijing that it is impossible to 
crush Vietnam and will change ‘heir policy, as happened in Paris and in Washington; or in 
the long term the Chinese p<ople themselves will force a change of policy towards Vietnam, 


Question: You seem to cherish some hopes in regard to the Chinese people. But didn't you 
mention that the revolutionary forces in China had lost out? 


Answer: Since the opium war in 1840, the Chinese and Vietnamese pewples, both assaulted 
by Western imperialism, have entertained fraternal relations on the basis of militant 
solidarity against imperialism. Similar problems confronted the two peoples in regard to 
building the new society, and the perspective of socialism linked us even mure closely. 
After the triumph of the revolution in China in 1949, China became a solid base of 
support for us, while Vietnam was a bulwark for China, protecting its southern flank. So, 
truly fraternal relations existed for several years. We still have immense gratitude 
toward the Chinese people, towards its technicians and workers who came to help us 

during the 50's and 60!s, when the Chinese leadership changed its line to one that showed 
sympathy towards them, For some years, the Chinese leaders have been undertaking a 
massive campaign, carried on also by the Western mass media, to exciet hatred of Vietnam 
among the Chinese people, in order to prepare public opinion for the armed aggression. 
It is certain that among backward strata of the population this campaign can achieve its 
goal, but it is also certain that the Chinese people, after over a century of struggle 
against imperialism, are no longer the people of the old imperial China, although the 
setback of the revolutionary forces is a serious one, for several million militants have 
been massacred. 


Question: Several million? 


ot 
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Answer: Exactly. When I say millions I am making a conservative estimate; some speak of 
tens of millions. What has been called the cultural revolution was a vertiable civil 
war, From the rectification campaigns in the 40's, through the period of the great leap 
forward, to the cultural revolution especially, the Chinese Communist Party has been 
literally decimated, above all the leadership and higher levels. The opponents of the 
chauvinist great-power policy were eliminated. Then there have been the struggles 
between the various factions, between the partisans and adversaries of Mao, This struggle 
continues on two fronts: the faction fighting at the top, and the struggle between the 
leadership and the people who aspire to their own well-being and to peace and not to the 
restoration of imperial grandeur and war. Even in past centuries this popular opposition 
to the policy of imperial greatness and to wars of expansion was very much alive; a 
re-reading of the great poets of old China will give you an idea of it. Anti-imperialist 
feeling is still very strong, and it is difficuit for the leaders to justify their close 
collusion with Washington, A large working class has been born in China and so has a 
modern intelligensia, A sizeable proportion of the peasantry has become aware of its 
rights. Sooner or later, the Chinese people will start to express more and mre strongly 
its opposition to the politics of Deng Xiaoping and Hua Guofeng. For these politics 

will lead to the recolonisation of China by the West and Japan, to war and to poverty, 


Question: So you're quite optimistic? 


Answer: We will have some very hard years ahead. In home affairs, our country is confront- 
ing quite new problems, very hard ones. In foreign affairs we have to confront powerful 
enemies, all the more hostile now they feel threatened by the world revolutionary movement 
which never ceases to move forward, False moves and temporary setbacks are inevitable but 
we believe that we will eventually achieve our aims: to keep our national independence, 
build socialism, and have friendly, peaceful co-operation with other peoples. For we have 
many factors in our favour: 


- Support and help of the socialist countries and progressive forces through the world; 

we are most insistent on the fact that the world revolutionary and progressive movement is 
making gains, and that the Vietnamese revolution develops in the framrwork of this world 
movement and not in isolation, 


- Our people and party have great experience of struggle and they can recognise and 
rectify any errors made, 


- We are fighting today with our national territory completely liberated and not as 
before when the country was entirely occupied by the enemy or divided in two. Today 

we have a certain material and technical basis, and a body of qualified staff and techni- 
cians which we lacked only a few years ago. 


We will solve the problems patiently one by one. Your help is particularly precious to 
us, both materially and morally. Thank you very mich, 


Question: How can Dutch people, and Westerners in general, help Vietnam? 
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Answer: Our Dutch and other Western friends can help us in two main fields, Firstly and 
fundamentally, politically, to help us preserve our independence and defend peace, as 
both are seriously threatened at this moment by the aggressive politics of the Washington- 
Beijing axis. A vigorous campaign of explanation of our problems to Western public 
opinion, which is being really hammered right now by the mass media, would be a great 
help to us, 


I wrote in 1961 that "the best help that men of goodwill in the advanced countries can 
bring to the under-developed countries is still the struggle for peace, For a Vietnamese 
patriot, the memory of the "gestures" of Henri Martin or Raymonde Dien will remain always 
infinitely more precious than all the dollars in the world," 


Then in science and technology. In this domain there is the aid of governments, which is 
all-encompassing, but which is tied to changing political situation; and then there is 

the people's aid which comes directly from people of good will, If you total up the money 
value of this aid it doesn't seem very important; in fact if it is selective, i.e. directed 
toward specific areas, its effectiveness can be very great. It often happens that we 

lack one link in a production process which blocks everything; in that case one man or 

a team of technicians or scientists can get the whole process moving again, The same 
thing is found with regard to certain equipment, spare parts, documents, reagents, seeds... 
Meetings and seminars be“ween our technicians and researchers and t! sir Western colleagues 
are extremely useful. 1: think that, even if some capitalist govermments are hostile 
toward us, people of goodwill can maintain the most friendly relations with our people. 


VICE PREMIER TO HUU ADDRESSES LITERARY SEMINAR 
0W131727 Hanoi VNA in English 1537 GMT 13 Mar 80 ow 


[Text] Hanoi, VNA, March 13--Vice Premier To Huu, Political Bureau Member of the Commn- 
ist Party of Vietnam Central Committee, told a recent seminar on Vietnam's modern literature 
that the value of literature actually lies in how effectively it serves the revolution, 


The seminar was organized by the Hanoi Teachers College Number One under the title "Our 
Party, Our Regime and President Ho Chi Minh With the Modern Literature of Vietnam, " 


It heard nearly 40 papers centering around the artistic and literary line of the commun- 
ist party, the achievements of the Vietnamese revolutionary literature over the past 35 
years and the prospects for the socialist art and literature in Vietnam, 


More than 10 reports deal with President Ho Chi Minh as a noble object for artistic 
creation and a prominent man of letters himself, 


Vice Premier To Huu said: "There can be no freedom for artistic and literary creation 

as long as the nation remains subjugated. The yardstick for the value of any literature 
lies actually in how effectively it serves the revolution. Literature holds an important 
role and position in contributing to the formation of the new, socialist-minded man. It 
is a deciding factor for the success of socialist building," 


He urged scholars, teachers and researchers to delve more deeply into the inexhaustible 
treasure of the world and national literature along the Marxist-Leninist outlook and 
methodology. 
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MOCHTAR COMMENTS ON HUANG HUA VISIT TO ASEAN NATIONS 
BK180811 Jakarta ANTARA in English 0745 GMT 18 Mar 80 BK 


{Excerpts] Jakarta, 18 Mar (ANTARA)--Foreign Minister Mochtar Kusumaatmadja said the 
first Indonesian leader to lay the foundation of Indonesia's independent and active 
foreign policy was Dr Mohammad Hatta, the country's first vice president and 
independence proclamator, who passed away here last Friday and was interred Saturday. 
Emerging from a meeting with President Suharto at Bina Graha here Monday, he was 
asked by the press to state his view on Hatta'!s achievements, 


Mochtar called on the president to report [as received] his departure to Bangkok to 
attend a meeting of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific (ESCAP) starting March 18, (Mochtar is scheduled to address the meeting 
March 19), 


On the visit by the Chinese foreign minister, Huang Hua, to a number of ASEAN countries, 
Mochtar said the visit had "a good purpose," 


Asked about a recent statement by [PRC] Vice Premier Deng Xiaoping, which contimed 
to give backing to communist campaigns in foreign countries, Mochtar said the matter 
needed serious study, 


Indonesia has been using two foreign policy approaches in facing China, Mochtar said, 
the other being the approach toward Overseas Chinese or Hoa Kiau, [graf as received] 
With regard to the Hoa Kiau question, the Indonesian Government has recently set out 
its basic policies, But implementation of these policies has to be carried out 
meticulously and carefully, aceording to the foreign minister, 


DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS ESTABLISHED WITH WESTERN SAMOA 

BK180047 Hong Kong AFP in English 0740 GMT 17 Mar 80 BK 

{Excerpt] Jakarta, 17 Mar (AFP)--Indonesia and Western Samoa have established 
diplomatic relations at ambassadorial level as from today, the Foreign Ministry here 
has announced, A joint press statement released by the ministry here Saturday said 


the two countries have agreed to establish normal diplomatic relations as from March 
17, 1980, and to exchange representatives on ambassador level, 
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